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Pusitic Law 601, 79rTH CoNGRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 


Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provid 5 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 
PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
* * * * * > « 
Rute X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
° * * . * © 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
. * * * Py * = 


{ULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* a * ” * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(ili) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
* 8 * + * = * 


RULE X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 





1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 
. + * + + * . 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
* * . * * * + 


Ruiz XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


» * » . . . * 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

‘or the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 1 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1952 


Unrtep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION * 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call in room 931, Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood, 
Calif., at 5:20 p. m., Hon. John 8S. Wood (chairman), presiding. 

Committee member present: meeneventerte John S. Wood. 

Staff member present: Thomas W. Beale, Sr., assistant counsel. 

Mr. Woop. We will proceed. 

Mr. McClaskey, do you solemnly swear the evidence you shall give 
this subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF EUGENE KENNETH McCLASKEY 


Mr. Beare. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mr. McCuaskry. My name is Eugene Kenneth McClaskey. 

Mr. Beate. Where do you presently reside? 

Mr. McCuaskey, I presently reside at Route 5, Box 609-A, Everett, 
Wash. 

Mr. Bratz. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. McCuasxey. I was born in Albion, Wash., on June 5, 1910. 

Mr. Bratz. Would you give a brief summary of your educational 
background? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I was educated in the public schools of Pullman, 
Wash., going through grade school and high school there. I finished 
high se chool in 1928, and enrolled in the State C ollege in Washington. 

I took a B. A. degree with honors in English literature at the State 
College of Washington in 1933. 

The follow’ ing academic year, 1933-34, I held a teaching fellowship 
in English lite1 ature at the Ste ite College of Washington, “and worked 
part time for my master’s degree in that subject. 

In December of 1933, I was awarded a Rhodes scholarship; and 
pursuant to that scholarship, I entered Exeter College, Oxford Uni- 
versity, in Oxford, England. 





1 Released by the committee at time of printing due to the pertinency of subject to this 
series of hearings. 
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In 1936, I was awarded a third class honors degree in modern 
economics, political science and theory, and philosophy. 

Duri ng a 1936-37 academic year, I worked for a diploma degree 
in public administration at Oxford University, and I was awarded 
the diploma at the end of that academic year. 

Mr. Beate. That would be June 1957 ¢ 

Mr. McCriasxey. As near as I can recall, 

Mr. Beate. Does that complete your formal education ? 

Mr. McCiaskry. Yes; except for the school of experience. 

Mr. Beate. When did you return to the United States / 

Mr. McCuaskey. I returned to the United States, as I best recall it, 

July of 1937. 

Mr. Beate. Where were you first employed after completing your 


Mr. McCuiasxey. I was first employed, after completing my school- 


g, by the National Labor Relations Board, on September 13, 1937 
In the Bo ird’s 19th regmional office >In Sex attle, Wa 
Mr. Beaute. What was the title of your posits or the orade of 


your pos tion ? 
McCuiaskey. The title — fee of my entering position with 
the Board was field examiner, CAT-! 

Mr. Beatz. You remained w ith the N National Labor Relations Board 
ever since ¢ 

Mr. McCuasxkey. Since that date, I have been continuously em- 
ployed | by the National Labor Relations Board except for about a 
9-vear-and-3-month period when I was in the United States Army. 

Mr. Beate. What is the title and grade of your present position ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. The present title and grade of my position is that 
of labor-management relations examiner, chief labor-management 
veld ionsexaminer. That is grade GS-13. 

Mr. Beate. Mr. McClaskey, the committee has information to the 
effect that rage you were a student at Oxford University, you became 
affiliated with the Communist Party of England. Is that informa- 
tion correct 

Mr. McCuiaskey. That information is correct, and I have previously 
volunteered it to you. 

Mr. Beate. Would you mind stating, in your own words, how you 
became affiliated with the Communist Party of England ? 

Mr. McCrasxey. I was originally solicited for membership in the 
Communist Party of Great Britain by English Oxford University 
students with whom I was associated during that period. I had, as 
was previously stated, changed courses from English literature to 
that of political science and economics. Having done so, I endeavored 
to complete 3 years’ work in 2 years for my degree. I realize now that 
in the course of doing that I was under considerable mental and emo- 
tional strain, and did suffer greatly from mental indigestion. 

I joined, as nearly as I can recall, because in that state of emotional 
and mental upset, 1 was rather desperately seeking, I suppose, “pat” 
answers and certainties which my studies were not giving me in those 
fields. 

Also, the world situation at that time, being a year before the Cham- 
berlain-Munich situation, did not seem to me to be one which gave 
one confidence in the future. 
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I did not find that certainty through membership in the party, and 
in fact, I found myself rebelling against the autocracy, so far as ideas 
and things of the mind were concerned. 

Mr. Beate. Do you recall the date of this affiliation ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I do not, exactly, but to the best of my recollec- 
tion it took place roughly in Dece mber of 1936 or Janu: ry of 1937. 

Mr. Brae. How long did you remain a member of the Communist 
Party of England? 

Mr. McCuasxey. I remained a member of the party until the date 
upon which I left England for the Continent before returning to 
the United States. 

Mr. Beate. Since returning to the United States, have you been 
affiliated in any manner with the Communist Party in the United 
States ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. Since returning to the United States, I have not 
affiliated or reafliliated with the Communist Party of the United 
States, nor have I sought it or its functionaries out at any time. 

Mr. Brae. Have you ever been aifiliated with any Communist- 
front organizations in the United States? Have you ever been affil- 
iated with any organization designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States or by the Committee on Un-American Activities 
of the House of Representatives, as a Communist-front organization ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. So far as I know, I have been briefly associated, 
and not affiliated, with one such organization, namely, the Seattle 
Labor School. 

Mr. Beater, During what period of time were you associated with 
the Seattle Labor School ? 

Mr. McCuasxry. Between—and again, as nearly as I can now re- 
call—January and February of 1946. 

Mr. Beate. In what connection ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I was asked by someone, whom I am certain is 
not a Communist, if I would teach a course in labor history at the 
Seattle Labor School. Not realizing, when requested to do so, that 
the organization was Communist affiliated or dominated, I agreed to 
teach such an 8-week course. 

Mr. Brate. Did you teach the course? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I taught, I think, 4 lessons in that course, and then 
resigned my position and I did not continue with it, and have had no 
connect “tn whatsoever with that school since. 

Mr. Beate. What caused you to sever your connection with the 
school ? 

Mr. McCraskry. Shortly after I agreed to teach the course, James 
Farmer, at that time an official of the Seattle Chapter, American 
Newspaper Guild, called me and asked me what I was doing with my 
name appearing on the school’s schedule. He went on to say that the 
school was controlled and dominated by the Commies in that area, 
and asked me if it was not a fact that I was told what I should teach 
in the particular course. I told him that such was not the case; that 
I had demanded and had been given absolute say as to the content of 
the course. 

I went on to tell Farmer that while I had suggested that the stu- 
dents should, in their reading, consult Anthony Bimba’s History of 
the American Labor Movement, that I had told them that that par- 
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ticular book had a definite Communist slant which I did not myself 
subscribe to; and that I subscribed, in my approach to the history of 
the American labor movement, to that put forth by Prof. John R. 
Commons of the University of Wisconsin. 

I became alarmed at the charges made by Mr. Farmer, and made 
& private investigation of my own concerning the school and who was 
behind it. While I did not know any of the founders to be Commu- 
nists, many of them had been accused of being members of the party, 
and I decided to sever my connections at that time, because I did not 
want anything to do with anything of that kind. I rather quietly re- 
signed from the so-called faculty of that school, with the excuse, which 
was partly true, that pressure of my work made it impossible for me 
to continue. I did not sound off, as did some other people, against 
the school later, because to do so would create professional difficulties, 
so far as my work was concerned, and would lessen my effectiveness 
in dealing with the unions in the area of our office. 

Mr. Bratz. Who solicited you to teach the course at the Seattle 
Labor School ? 

Mr. McCraskey. I am not certain at this time. 

Mr. Beatz. Well, you were certain enough to say that it Was a man 
that you knew wasn’t a Communist. 

Mr. McCuaskey. I am coming along, sir. I am not absolutely cer- 
tain, but I believe that it was a long-time personal friend of mine, a 
Raymond Adams, who, if it was he, I was certain then was not a Com- 
munist, and I know definitely now, or at any event believe, that he 
is not. 

Mr. Beate. What was Mr. Adams’ connection with the Seattle 
Labor School? 

Mr. McCuasxey. A very brief one, also. He, like I, was interested 
in workers’ education, and believed, as I did, that much could be done 
to improve labor relations by proper labor-adult education. 

May I summarize what I have to say, and then I will leave it up 
to you ¢ 

Mr. Beate. I think this ought to be on the record and, you see, it is 
very pertinent. 

Mr. McCraskey. I wanted it on. 

I became interested at Oxford University in the field of labor and 
adult education through work which was being done at Ruskin Col- 
lege at Oxford. In 1942, or early 1943, a Dr. Nostrand and a Linden 
Mander—this may be a little garbled, but it is close—at the University 
of Washington, learned through my wife, who was a teaching associate 
at the university at that time, that I was interested in labor education. 
Drs. Nostrand and Mander were at that time associated with the ex- 
tension department of the university, and it developed that they were 
interested, through cooperation with labor unions and with manage- 
ment, in setting up labor education courses throughout western Wash- 
ington under the auspices of the university extension department. 

Dr. Mander, through my wife, invited me to lunch to ascertain what, 
if anything, I could do to assist him in this project of his, so far as 
soliciting the support of prominent and influential figures in the 
Seattle and vicinity labor movement. 

At his behest, I called or personally talked to many of the most 
prominent and influential leaders in Seattle and Washington labor, to 
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ascertain whether or not they were interested in such a program; 
whether or not they would support it; and what types of courses they 
thought would be most beneficial to their membership, shop stewards, 
and local union officials. 

I discovered a very enthusiastic response to my inquiries, and men 
like Roy Atkinson, Washington State CIO regional director, and Ed 
Weston, president of the Washington State Federation of Labor, AFL, 
indicated they would support, if necessary, financially such a pro- 
gram. 

I reported back to the university people, who said they would carry 
the matter on up through channels. 

Exactly nothing came of this ambitious program, even though I had 
kindled very considerable interest, I think, generally in the labor 
movement. It is my belief that my being asked later to teach at the 
Seattle Labor School came as a result of what I had done endeavoring 
to assist the university those 2 or 3 years earlier. 

Having discovered, to my own satisfaction, that the labor school was 
not what it claimed to be, and was very possibly a dangerous organ- 
ization, I later, with other management and labor officials, was, I be- 
lieve, instrumental in getting the University of Washington to set up 
an Institute of Industrial Relations somewhat similar to that exist- 
ing in the University of California chain of universities or schools. 

I would like to say only this, in respect to this, additionally, in re- 
spect to this subject: that after the University of Washington Insti- 
tute of Industrial Relations was set up, I was requested by the presi- 
dent of the University of Washington, Dr. Raymond Allen, to serve on 
the State and community advisory committee for the Institute of In- 
dustrial Relations, and I am presently serving on that committee. 

Mr. Brae. Let us get hed to the question I asked you about Ray- 
mond Adams, which I don’t think you completely answered. 

I asked you what was the official connection of Raymond Adams 
with the Seattle Labor School ? 

Mr. McCuaskery. My recollection is that his name, or he was one of 
a so-called board of directors. He told me later, as did some others 
whose names appeared on the typical letterhead, that they had been 
brought into the thing, and they felt under false pretenses and to lend 
a protective or false coloring to that school. Mr. Adams and other 
people in a similar position resigned from the board of directors of 
that school, I am quite certain, not many months after I severed my 
connections with it. 

Mr. Beare. You stated that you recommended the use of Anthony 
Bimba’s History of American Labor Movement. Had you ever heard 
of Anthony Bimba before that time ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I had read Bimba. I will explain that in this 
way: That there was no intent there on my part to indoctrinate. I 
still believe that there is no one whole truth, and that any thoughtful 
scholar or student should be aware of the thinking and the diverse 
approaches to a subject. I mentioned only Bimba and Commons, and 
there were many other books that I also recommended. 

I wish to point out that I warned the students of the bias; that I did 
not believe it, to watch out for it, but that that was an approach. 

Mr. Brae. You said that you had heard of Anthony Bimba before 
then. Did you hear that Anthony Bimba was a functionary of the 
Communist Party ? 
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Mr. McCuaskey. No. But when I read the book—and I read it in 
England at the recommendation of a tutor in the subject of labor rela- 
tions—I was aware that, as I told these six students, incidentally, that 
that was at least then the party line and interpretation, as far as the 
history of the American labor movement was concerned. 

Mr. Braue. Now, you stated earlier that you made an investigation 
of your own to find out who was behind the school. What was the 
result of that independent investigation, and who did you determine 
was behind the school ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I did not determine completely to my satisfaction 
who was behind it. I consulted with my friends, particularly in the 
labor movement, who were then and are now avowed anti-Commu- 
nists. They warned me about it, and they mentioned names of cer- 
tain people who they at that time accused of being Communists. 

Mr. Beate. Who were those people / 

Mr. McCuasxey. I don’t, lam afraid, recall all of them. 

Mr. Beate. Whom do you recall] 7 

Mr. McCuasxkry. I will give you some, just as quickly as I get 
straightened out on it. 

I was told that Eddie E. Tangen, T-a-n-g-e-n, with the Marine Cooks 
and Stewards Union, was a Communist. I do not correctly or I do 

ot absolutely remember, but it seems to me that William Pennock 
was associated in some capacity with that school. 

There were others whom I do not know or knew very little, who were 
accused of being Communists, but whom I did not know to be Com- 
munists 


It looked sufficiently bad to me along that line so that I pulled out 


Mr. Bearer. Did your supervisor at the National Labor Relations 
Board in Seattle know of your connection with the Seattle Labor 
school ¢ 

Mr. McCuasxkry. He did 

Mr. Beate. Who was the director of the school ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I do not now recall his name. I might say, how- 
ever, that I became immediately suspicious of him. He seemed to be 
the typical man to be placed in what that school finally turned out to 
be, although as I say, he did not seek to indoctrinate me, nor did he 
request that I indoctrinate anyone or teach any certain line. 

Mr. Bratz. You mentioned the name of William Pennock. Do you 
know whether William Pennock was affiliated with the Washington 
Commonwealth Federation ? 

Mr. McCrasxey. I never was. 

Mr. Beate. Were you ever affiliated with that organization ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I never was. 

Mr. Beate. What is the present status of the Seattle Labor School ? 

Mr. McCrasxey. It no longer exists, to the best of my knowledge. 
I have not followed it closely, I assure you. 

Mr. Beate. Did it precede or succeed the Pacific Northwest Labor 
School ? 

Mr. McCrasxey. It preceded it. 

Mr. Brate. Isn’t it a matter of fact, or do you know, that at the 
time the Seattle Labor School was listed by the Attorney General as a 
Communist organization, that they changed the name of it to the 
Pacific Northwest Labor School ? 
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Mr. McCuaskey. I would not know that. I was out of my brief as- 
sociation with the first school long before the Attorney General pro- 
scribed it. 

Mr. Beatz. Do you know anything about the present status of the 
Pacific Northwest Labor School ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I know nothing. If it is in existence, I would be 
surprised. I haven’t heard anything of it for years, except in the 
papers and articles to the effect that the Attorney General proscribed 
it; and I think, without having proof again, the way we were talking 
last night, I think the Attorney General was right on that school. 

Mr. Bratr. Is the Seattle Labor School the only organization of a 
questionable character that you have ever been associated or affiliated 
or connected with 2 

_Mr. McCuasxey. I had another brief association with an organiza- 
tion which I do not know to have been proscribed by the Attorney 
General. 

Mr. Beate. What is the name of the organization ? 

Mr. McCuiaskey. That organization was the Independent [Citi- 
zens | Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Mr. Bratz. When did you affiliate with that organization ? 

Mr. McCraskey. I did not affiliate with it. 

Mr. Beate. What was your connection with it ? 

Mr. McCraskey. I attended no more than two a one a meet- 
ing at the Olympic Hotel, which was addressed by James Roosevelt 
from this State; and another one presided over, I believe, by Prof. 
Joseph Harrison of the university, held at the Women’s Century Club 
in Seattle. 

Mr. Beate. Who invited you to those meetings? 

Mr. McCuasxkey. I believe that I attended those meetings out of 
curiosity. 

Mr. Beatz. Mr. Wheeler, do you have any questions you want to 
ask the witness ? 

Mr. Wueeer. I have no questions. 

Mr. McCuaskey. May I say something more on this, even at the risk 
of seeming to protest too much ? 

Mr. Brauer. If it is pertinent to the inquiry, you certainly may 
say it. 

Mr. McCuasxkey. I would like to say only this: That, again, I noted 
that this same William Pennock appeared to be quite active in this 
organization, and I, personally, cried “enough.” 

Mr. Beatz. Where was this Seattle Labor School located ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. During my brief association with it, it occupied 
space in the old Central School building of the Seattle public schools. 
I am told that sometime after I left it, they left the Central School, 
and I don’t know where they went. 

Mr. Braz. Did you know a woman by the name of Florence Bean 
James, in connection with the Seattle Labor School ? 

Mr. McCuaskey. I did not. I - aware of who she is, and I have 
seen her professio: ily on the stage, but that, many years ago. 

Mr. Beate. Did you know Prof. Ralph Gundlach ¢ 

Mr. McCuaskey. I think that I met Gundlach once or twice at big 
parties. ' ; 

Mr. Beate. Did you know him as a member of the board of directors 
of the Seattle Labor School ? 
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Mr. McCuasxey. I never saw him or talked with him in that capac- 
ity, although I recall, I think, seeing his name on the letterhead. I 
had no conversation with him. 

I might say, if I am on the record, that Gundlach’s name on the let- 
terhead was another one of the things which impelled me to resign. 

Mr. Brarz. Did you know a man by the name of Albert Ottenheimer, 
who taught a course at the Seattle Labor School ? 

Mr. McCuasxey. I have never known him, nor was I aware that 
he taught a course at the school. 

Of the very few teachers that I knew, I knew one who was not, I am 
convinced, a member of the party, and I think that there were others 
who were roped in the way I was. 

Mr. Braz. That is all. 

(Whereupon, at 6:05 p. m., the executive session was concluded.) 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1954 


Unitep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF COMMITTEE ON 
Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Chicago, Ill. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ! 


The subcommittee of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities met, pursuant to call, at 11 a. m., in room 1707, LaSalle 
Hotel, Chicago, Ill., the Honorable Harold H. Velde (chairman) 
presiding. 

Committee member present: Representative Harold H. Velde, 
chairman. 

Staff members present: W. Jackson Jones, committee investigator; 
Dolores Anderson, reporter. 

Mr. Veupe. Will you raise you. right hand to be sworn, please? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Buopeert. I do. 

Mr. Ve.pe. I have appointed myself as a subcommittee of one to 
hear your executive testimony today. Mr. Jones will do the ques- 
tioning in place of our counsel, since counsel is busy on another case. 

You may proceed, Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Jongs. Mr. Blodgett, will you state your full name, please? 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES DAVID BLODGETT 


Mr. Biopveertr. Charles David Blodgett. 

Mr. Jones. In your executive statement to the committee in 
August of 1953, you referred to one Moore as being in attendance at 
a meeting of the Communist Political Affairs Committee of Alameda 
County, Calif. In this executive statement you identified the indi- 
vidual as being a professor, I believe. 

Mr. BiopeGerr. That is correct. 

Mr. Jonzs. Subsequent investigation by the committee staff reveals 
that this individual may be the Stanley Moore who is currently a 
professor at Reed College, Oreg. 

Do you have any information which would clarify or add to this 
investigation? 

Mr. Biopcert. I was personally acquainted with a Mr. Stanley 
Moore during a period of approximately late 1946 to part of 1947, 
when I resided in Alameda, Calif. At that time I was a member of 
the Communist Party, and was employed as a staff writer of the 
Daily People’s World, in its Oakland, Calif., office. 
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In my capacity as an employee of the Daily People’ s World, I was 
required to attend meetings of the Political Affairs Committee of the 
Communist Party of Alameda County, as an observer. These meet- 
ings were closed Communist Party meetings. 

A Mr. Stanley Moore was in attendance at a few of these meetings 
and was identified to me as an instructor in philosophy at the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley, ¢ ‘alif., and an official of the professional 
section of the Communist Party of Alameda County. 

As I recall, Mr. Moore left the bay area sometime in 1947 and ] 
learned that he had taken a position as a teacher at Reed College in 
Oregon 

At the time I knew him, I would describe Mr. Stanley Moore as 
having been a man in his middle or late thirties, approximately 5 feet 

ches in height dark straight hair, and of medium build. While 
| cannot state positively that Stanley Moore was a member of the 
Communist Party, his presence at meetings Oj the political affairs 
l¢ arly indicated that he was at that time a member of the 
Communist Party 

Mr. Jones. During your membership in the Communist Party in 
Oakland, ¢ alif., did you at any time contact this individual directly 

Mr. Buopcert. Yes; I have a di ms te recollection ~ a conversation 
with Mr. Moore, which took place in the Alameda County CIO Build- 

on Grand Avenue, in QO; onl Cal f., just prior to a meeting of 
political affairs committee of this Communist Party which was 
ng held at that building 
OO! as ] rec I] COI plimented me on & stor which I had 
written and which appeared in the Daily People ’s World, relat ng to 
the ownership and control of the Oakland Tribune by Mr. Jose - R. 
Knowland, father of United States Senator William F. Knowland, of 


| further recall that Mr Mo re provided me | th some additional 
information about Mr. Knowland which he ioe ht might well have 
ided in tl feature story whicl appt ared in the Daily People’s 
Knowland’s connections in Spain. 
lf of the committee, I want to thank you for 

off from your many duties to appear before this sub- 

committee today and answer these questions concerning your knowl- 
edge of the alleged Communist Party membership of Stanley Moore. 
Be cause ol your ext nsive know ledge of the operations and activities 
of the Communist Party in the San Francisco Bay area, and the con- 
tinuing investigations of the committee there, there may arise in the 
future other instances such as these, at which the committee will 
again have to ask your cooperation. At any time such as this, the 
committee will attempt to arrange a convenient time and place for 
the interviews and interrogations 

[ hope this meets with your approval and your expressed coopera- 
tion with the committe¢ 

Mr. Biopcerr. I thank you, Mr. Jones, and appreciate the com- 
mittee’s attitude in that respect, and I would like to assure you that 
I am ready and willing at all times to cooperate the best I can with 
your and other committees 

(Whereupon at 11:20 a. m., the executive session adjourned subject 
to the call of the Chair 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 1 


FRIDAY, MAY 28, 1954 


Unitrep States Howusr or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
Los Ange les, Calif. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 11:15 a. m., in room 1484, Statler Hotel, Los 
Angeles, Calif, Hon. Clyde Doyle presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: William A. Wheeler, investigator. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. Costigan. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HOWARD COSTIGAN 


Mr. Wueever. Will you state your name, please / 

Mr. Costigan. Howard Costigan. 

Mr. Wueeter. Where and when were you born? 

Mr. Costigan. I was born in Seattle, Wash., on January 27, 1904. 

Mr. Wuee er. Tell the committee of your educational background. 

Mr. Costican. I attended grade school in Seattle and in Everett. I 
attended high school in Seattle, and in Centralia, Wash., from which 
I graduated. I went to Whitman College on a scholarship, and I at- 
tended Western Washington College of Education. 

Mr. Wueeter. And what has been your employment background ? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, a little bit of everything. I worked in the mills 
when I was going to high school. I worked in retail haberdashery 
establishments while I was going to school. After I changed courses in 
college, because of a disagreement with my father over what I should 
take, I learned to cut hair, cut women’s hair, and became a member 
of a union, haircutter union. 

I taught school, and coached athletics at Vancouver, Wash. In the 
depression I began to do a progressive radio commentary, and my 
principal source of income from that time, approximately 1934 
through 1945, other than official Government positions, was as a news- 
caster, news editor, radio commentator for radio stations and com- 
mercial sponsors. 
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I originated, with others, the Commonwealth Builders in 1934, a pro- 
gressive political organization which functioned in the Democratic 
Party and was molded, in many respects, after the employment move- 
ment of California. I became the first and only executive secretary of 
the Commonwealth Builders. And subsequently, when the Washing- 
ton Commonwealth Federation was formed out of the Commonwealth 
Builders and labor and unemployed organizations and other farm 
groups, I became its first executive secretary, and I remained its exec- 
utive secretary until I left the Washington Commonwealth Federa- 
tion in 1940, officially to head up the LaGuardia campaign for Frank- 
lin Roosevelt after it became apparent to me there was a split between 
the Roosevelt policies and those of the Communist Party, which I had 
subsequently joined. If this is a rather lengthy report it is because 
I brought it in because, in a sense, in any economic record it is a very 
small portion and at no time I am sure that not more than $50 or $60 
a month came to me via the Washingtcn Commonwealth Federation. 

Now, in addition, in 1944 I became the head of a division of the 
department of conservation and development of the State of Wash- 
ington, which was known as the division of progress and industry 
development, and which was created out of the old Washington 
State Planning Council and the publicity division of the State, the 
promotion division, on a national level. And I remained in this 
post—I was appointed by the Governor of the State, and subsequent 
to that appointment I became the secretary of Governor Walgren’s 
Advisory Commission, which served representatives, top representa- 
tives of industry, labor, agriculture, education, and government. I 
resigned my post in 1946 after I was unable to persuade Governor Wal- 
gren that Hugh DeLacy, if nominated, would subsequently be respon- 
sible for the defeat of Hugh Mitchell, who was running for United 
States Senator, because Harry Cain would campaign on the statewide 
basis against DeLacy and not against Mitchell, and it would cost 
Mitchell, as it subsequently did, his election. 

I ran against DeLacy in 1946, after I resigned my post as director 
of the division of progress and industry development, and from my 
post as executive secretary of the Washington State Advisory Com- 
mission, and after that election was over and Mr. DeLacy was defeated 
by 2 to 1 in the finals by the Republican congressional opponent, I was 
employed to form Pacific Northwest United, a Northwest group em- 
bracing industry, labor, agriculture, and Northwest subdivisions of 
government. Mayor Devin of Seattle was elected its chairman. He 
was elected its treasurer. Mayor Riley of Portland was its chairman, 
and I was its executive secretary. 

When this organization, which could not finally function as it had 
intended to because of differences of opinion between the industrial 
members and agricultural members over freight rate revision, I was 
offered the job, as an assignment, as district director for the United 
Nations Appeal for Children, on which post I served, directing the 
United Nations Appeal for Children campaign, which was headed up 
nationally by General Marshall. And I continued there in the Pacific 
Northwest until it was indicated I was to be called before the Canwell 
committee as a witness. And I was fired by the regional director be- 
cause he was frightened at the headlines that my citation committed. 
But I am pleased to note that subsequently the people who had been 
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working most closely with me, many of them genuine conservatives, 
insisted on my being reemployed in the post, and I was reemployed, 
and subsequently was asked to come to California by the western direc- 
tor of the United Nations Appeal for Children to assist in the promo- 
tion of that section of the campaign among the major labor organiza- 
tions, AFL and CIO. 

It was while on this tour of duty that I met Roy Brewer, as I later 
learned for a second time because I had once interviewed him when I 
was doing a series of interviews on radio out of Washington, D. C., 
during the war, and at his persuasion I became the secretary of an 
organization known as the Tenens of Hollywood Voters, made up 
largely of AFL crafts and guilds, members of the crafts and guilds 
in Hollywood who were supporting the Democratic Party, but could 
not support candidates who were soft on the Communist issue in that 
campaign. 

I later worked for the Democratic State central committee as an 
assistant to George Lucky, the vice chairman for the Democratic State 
central committee in southern California. And from there I was again 
reemployed by Mr. Roy Brewer as assistant in the west coast office of 
the IATSE. 

Does that cover what you want to know? 

Mr. Wueerter. That covers it fine. What is your present residence ? 

Mr. Costigan. Hollywood. 

Mr. Wueeter. Hollywood, Calif. 

Mr. Costican. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. I believe that you mentioned the fact that you joined 
the Communist Party. Could you give us the approximate date this 
occurred ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. It is an approximate date. But since—as a 
matter of fact, I only saw my card once, and that for a brief instant, 
and I do remember that I signed my name Jack Robinson, and that 
proved not disprophetic as I thought, quicker than Jack Robinson 
being a thought, and I want to get it behind me. It was December of 
1936, I believe, the date that I joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. When did you leave the Communst Party, Mr. Costi- 
gan? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, actually I left it spiritually right after the 
Nazi-Soviet pact, and physically I was not in any relationship on a 
friendly basis with members of the Communist Party, whom I had 
known as Communists, from that time on. 

Technically, I would say that I did not really leave the orbit of the 
Communist Party until I had made up my mind that many of those 
who I had thought were as devoted to Sante democracy and were anti- 
totalitarian as I was, proved beyond a shadow of a doubt that they 
were members of the Communist church instead of the democratic 
faith that I embraced. This, I would place at approximately some 
time early in 1940. I paid no dues at any time to the Communist Party. 
I never attended meetings of units of the party, as such, for training 
purposes. I was co-opted to the district bureau, and the people that I 
knew intimately as Communists I knew intimately only because they 
served on the district bureau of the Communist Party during the years, 
between the years 1937 and 1939. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who was responsible for your actually becoming a 
member of the Communist Party # 
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Mr. Costigan. Morris Rapport, who I understand was also known 
as Morris Rappaport. But it was spelled R-a-p-p-o-r-t, as I recall it. 
But I believe his true name is spelled R-a-p-p-a-p-o-r-t. 

Mr. Wueeter. What were the events leading up- 

Mr. Costigan. Pardon me. He was the district organizer of the 
Communist Party at that time. 

Mr. Wurerer. Now, what were the events that led up to your be- 
coming a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. There is something that is so typical of the usual 
pattern which I have studied in cases of many others who have become 
members of the Communist Party and who have subsequently left it 
and are therefore now telling the truth, that I suppose it is almost 
unique. I didn’t join the Communist Party in the true sense of the 
term. The party joined me. I was what is euphemistically called ina 
political career a success before I ever became a member of the Com- 
munist Party. We had, in 1934, when the Communist Party had no 
weight or influence with the membership or the leadership of the 
Commonwealth Builders 

Mr. Wueeter. You might explain the Commonwealth Builders for 
the record. 

Mr. Costigan. The Commonwealth Builders was an organization 
originally of protesting and mainly unemployed citizens who were dis- 
pleased at the fact that they were expected to go up in front of soup 
kitchens when they preferred working with tools to build themselves 
in adequate standard of living, which could not be provided by private 
industry because private industry was not then able to provide employ- 
ment for these individuals, and they decided there needed to be a 
liberalization of the State law to provide a chance for people to co- 
operate in the true pioneering spirit of the Northwest to provide them- 
selves with beds, with shoes, with mattresses even, and so forth. 

They decided that as long as private industry couldn’t provide them 

with the chance to do it that it was the duty of the State, and they 
nominated candidates who supported what we call the Economic Se- 
urity Act of 1935; and I might add that that act almost passed the 
house of representatives. It got, I believe, 48 votes, and there were 
99 members in the house. And we elected on the Commonwealth 
Builders ticket 41 members of the house of representatives in 1934, 
ind I have forgotten the number of the State senate, although it comes 
up in fractions, I think, about a third, if my memory serves me right, a 
third each time. I can’t tell you. I know whoever was up from 
western Washington, most of them were part of our ticket, that is, the 
Commonwealth Builders. And about that time I became familiar 
with the CCFC, the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation of 
Canada, and I remember their Regina manifesto, and it occurred to me 
that an organization which would embrace organizations of labor, of 
unemployed citizens, of cultural and educational groups, that were in 
protest against the concept of poverty existing in the midst of po- 
tential plenty, that these people should be welded into one common 
organization and in support of the New Deal; because we then had a 
governor of the State who rode into office with Franklin Roosevelt but 
who, despite the fact that the overwhelming majority of the State had 
supported Roosevelt, was opposed to his policies. 

And so we created an organization that had as its slogan, “Let’s 
bring the New Deal to the State of Washington.” And, “Let’s break 
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down the barn door, kids, to keep the New Deal”; which we all vowed 
to implement at Olympia, the capital of our State, and it was in 1935 
that the Washington Commonwealth Federation held its first and 
formative convention in Tacoma. I keynoted that convention and 
personally opposed the seating of members of the Communist Party 
in the convention at that time. And that was prior to the Dimitrov 
orientation being entered in the United States by Earl Browder as a 
popular front in support of Franklin Roosevelt. And Marcantonio 
was beating the drum in the East, or the Mid-West, I have forgotten; 
but I had attended a conference held in Chicago, IIL, of the Washing- 
ton Commonwealth Federation, at which time the issue became glar- 
ingly clear to me that the Communist Party, through its manipulated 
puppets, was attempting to create a new party and to rob Franklin 
Roosevelt, wherever poss ible, of the support he was naturally entitled 
to, and asa result of which I was, for two reasons—one, because of the 
Communist Party, because it had from the beginning of the building 
of the Commonwealth Builders accused me of being the Northwest’s 
Huey Long, a misleader of the people and social Fascist; and at that 
time Franklin Roosevelt was the greatest social Fascist, according to 
the Communist Party, and I had opposed the Communist Party, and 
the Communist Party was never officially seated at the Common- 
wealth Builders convention, and never, subsequently, was oflicially 
part of the Commonwealth Builders, or Commonwealth Federation. 

After the Dimitrov orientation the party line changed and the party 
no longer attempted to affiliate directly with the Commonwealth 
Builders or subsequently the Commonwealth Federation, but attempt- 
ed to do what I subsequently learned was an excellent job of penetrat- 
ing via trade unions and liberal organizations that were already affili- 
ated with the Commonwealth Federation. 

Mr. Wueeter. I don’t think you answered the question. What led 
you to join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, again—the Commonwealth Federation, inas- 
much as in 1936 the Washington Commonwealth Federation had, via 
my broadcast and other means, persuaded a number of the people that 
they should become active in their own community in seeking delega- 
tions to the coming State Democratic convention who would support 
the Commonwealth Federation on major issues, and as a result of this 
appeal the grassroots convention—and they go in for great democracy 
in Washington State. In that 1936 caucus on a statewide basis, we 
elected, as it subsequently turned out at the Aberdeen convention of 
the Democratic Party, a major ity p ledged to the WCF program. It 
was with the opposition of the Communist Party. That is one mis- 
take Jim Farley made when he said, after the convention had been 
reported to him, “47 States and the Soviet of Washington.” There 
were no Communists who were involved. As a matter of fact, this 
was a natural protest of a combination of early American stock who 
probably in their background populace, and probably some had been 
Wobblies,' and I am sure others had been early Bull Moosers 

Mr. Wueecer. How did you—— 

Mr. Costigan. I am just getting to this point. So what I am say- 
ing, at the Aberdeen convention we had a battle. For example, the 
speech delivered there called Our Party—Has Been Leftwing, I think 





1Name by which members of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) were some- 
times known 
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was the title—and it was delivered by Warren G. Magnuson, and the 
speech was prepared for Magnuson by me and by Paul Coughlin, 
who was his chief criminal deputy, and that speech was a real liberal 
speech but it was a speech in no sense affected by the thinking of the 
Communist Party. 

After he delivered the keynote address at Aberdeen, we were, I 
think, oh, some hours in getting order in the convention. I remember 
nine gavels were broken during the course of the convention. The 
highway patrol was in and out of the convention 8 or 4 times trying to 
gain order; and by the time the morning rolled around it was clearly 
indicated that the WCF was in control of the conve ntion, and we were 
making national headlines all over the United States. And as I sub- 
sequently learned, in New York City there was a convention of the 
Communist Party which was going on concurrently, as I remember 
it, with this meeting, and Browder, who may or may not have just 
gotten off the boat, was bringing before the delegates to the Commu- 
nist Party the information about the Dimitrov orientation and its 
effect upon the American scene. And during the course of his speech 
to the delegates he took time out to praise the work of the “comrades 
from the Pacific Northwest who had anticipated the change in the 
party line and already had helped to set up the first popular front on 
the North American Continent known as the Washington Common- 
wealth Federation.” Well, they took the bows. They had nothing 
to do with it. They had been back there with the concept of stabbing 
me in the political back, but they came back from there, as I subse 
quently learned, dedicated to the idea that they were going to become 
very close and intimate political friends of mine; and so those who 
had been my enemies suddenly began to act as my friends, and I 
thought that was a new light they had seen on their own democratic 
decisions. I was not yet aware that the decision was made in Moscow. 

So, subsequent to that time, the Communists a it clear to me—I 
speak presently of Morris Rapport, who I was much better acquainted 
with—that they were going to do everything in their power to see 
progressive delegates elected from the member organization of the 
WCF, that meant in labor unions, in cultural groups, in pension 
groups, and so forth; and asa result of this I found out, not much later 
than that, that most—in fact, I think I once counted it up, 56 mem- 
bers of the WCF executive board out of 72, to my memory, and it is a 
little hazy on these things, were actually members of the Communist 
Party. 

And so it brought to my attention, or it was brought to my atten- 
tion by Mr. Rapport that as long as they were taking me to do nothing 
but what I was going to do anyway, and as long as most of the mem- 
bers of the board were members of the Communist Party, I had better 
be sitting in on the meetings where policies were decided because I could 
help to shape the policies. And as a result, I thought it over and 
decided that inasmuch as it then seemed to me that the popular front, 
which I thought most Americans could and would support at the time, 
was a permanent policy of the Communist Party, and since I had 
found that most of the Communists on our executive board were the 
hardest workers and the most zealous proponents of the program and 
the platform of the Washington Commonwealth Federation at the 
time, that I would be probably better off from the standpoint of the 
WCF program to be ; member at the top level of the Communist 
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Party, rather than sitting outside while decisions were made and then 
having to follow these decisions, with which I was, in essence, in any 
sense, at that point, ready to agree in the meetings of the WCF execu- 
tive board, in the meetings of the conventions, and in the meetings of 
the organizations that the WCF influenced, which included the Demo- 
cratic Party not only in the Northwest but in the entire West. 

Mr. Wueeter. They actually gained enough strength where they 
could take over the organization ; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Costiean. Yes; they could at the time. 

Mr. Wueeter. When did the name change from Commonwealth 
Builders to Washington Commonwealth Federation ? 

Mr. Costiean. I think I reported this, but I will repeat it. The 
change took place in 1935 via a confederation launching convention 
in Tacoma, Wash. 

Mr. Wueeter. Should any importance be attached to the changing 
of the name? 

Mr. Costigan. No; except that it broadened it; had nothing to do 
with the Communist Party ; simply the fact that 

Mr. Wueeter. Part of your expansion program ? 

Mr. Costiaan. Yes. The Commonwealth Builders, as a matter of 
fact, became affiliates of the Commonwealth Federation and labor 
organizations, both AFL and subsequently CIO. 

Mr. Wueeter. When did you first meet Morris Rapport ? 

Mr. Costigan. Oh, that would be difficult to say, but I suspect I 
met him when we were in conflict in 1935. I mean, he was one of 
those who accused me of being the Huey Long of the Northwest. 

Mr. Wurrter. How did he mend this difference ? 

Mr. Costigan. The difference was mended because the party line 
changed, and instead of being a heel to the Communists I became a 
hero to the Communists. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, were you more or less considered as a member 
at large of the Communist Party rather than—— 

Mr. Costican. The people I knew best in the party were the people 
who were most important in the political arm of the party in the 
Northwest. As I said, the people I knew as party members primarily, 
with few exceptions, were people who at one time or other were part 
of the district bureau of the Communist Party between the years 1937 
and through about up to the time of the Soviet-Nazi Pact in 1939, 
which would be about September 1939. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who were the other employees of the WCF? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, there were a lot of volunteers, but actually in 
the official staffing—there were so many changes from time to time, 
you see, and I was also editor in chief of the Commonwealth Builder, 
which then became the Washington—I think the Interim Common- 
wealth, and finally became the New Dealer before I left the WFC, 
and subsequently became, after the New Dealer, became the New 
World, under direct Communist domination; and then became asso- 
ciated as the Northwest section, I believe, or Northwest edition of the 
People’s World, which is the Communist publication. 

Mr. Wueerer. The inception of the Northwest edition of the North- 
west People’s World was in the Commonwealth Builders 

Mr. Costrean. After I left the Washington Commonwealth Federa- 
tion did. 

Mr. WueeEtEr. Well now, who were the others ? 
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Mr. Costigan. I meant to say, Terry Pettus succeeded me as the— 
wait a minute. After I became too busy to be even nominally the 
editor, I had a column in the weekly we put out, which at that time had 
about 20,000 circulation, and the chap who succeeded me as editor after 
the party line had changed, and he had been a functionary of the party, 
was Lowell Wakefield. He became the first editor of the New Deale ar, 
] belie sve. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you know Lowell Wakefield was a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, he was a member of the Communist Party. But 
more important than that, he had been an open candidate for the Com- 
munist Party in 1936, I believe, for the city council, and I am sure 
that it was not many years after that that he was byline writer on the 
Daily Worker in New York before he returned to the Pacific Northwest 
to go into business, I believe, in the Alaska herring business with his 
father. Now, I understand he has a deep—he deep-freezes Alaskan 
crab and ships it all over the world; or at least all over the United 
States. 

Mr. WHeeter. Whoelse? 

Mr. Costigan. Jim Cour became an editor of the New Dealer, I 
think it was called at the time. Anyway, it is easily ascertainable by 
the records. 

Mr. Wueever. Was Jim Cour known to you as a Communist ? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, he was a member of the Communist Party. I 
knew of him, not because he ever served on the district bureau of the 
party, but because he, I believe, was a member of the WCF. 

Mr. Dorie. What year would that be, approximately ? 

Mr. Costigan. That would be—well, I couldn’t say. You see, I 
knew Jim for some time, but I think that the time of his membership, 
if I recall it correctly, would be around 1937, 1938. 

Mr. Wuereter. Who else on your immediate staff ? 

Mr. Costigan. Iam keeping it down to the paper. 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes. 

Mr. Costigan. I believe that Ellen McGrath worked on a voluntary 
basis because she was doing commercial newspaper work at the time. 
But Ellen McGrath, I believe, was acquainted one way or the other on 
the staff of the organization, of the weekly organization, Washington 
Commonwealth Federation, and I think she used a pseudonym that 
she wrote under as a staff writer for the paper, and subsequently she 
did it under a pseudonym for the People’s World. Ellen McGrath 
was, of course, a member of the Communist Party. I say “of course,” 
it was one of those things which we just knew by the relationship. I 
can’t specifically say that I ever saw a party card for her; I am sure 
I didn’t. 

Mr. Doyrte. Or sat in a meeting with her? 

Mr. Costigan. I sat in some meetings with her on business with the 
WCF, which would have been one way or another involved with 
WCF, but I am sure that we were conscious, jointly conscious, that we 
were on business of both the WCF and the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well now, who were on your immediate staff ? 

Mr. Costigan. William Pennock was one of my secretaries. Poor 
Bill, I understand, committed suicide during the course of the Smith 
Act trials in Seattle 
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Mr. Wuereier. You knew Pennock was a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. Asa matter of fact, he was the man who often 
was the person who carried the messages from Morris Rapport to me 
so that we would meet and coffee up and discuss policies. And also, 
you know, Pennock subsequently became a member—after Pennock 
had been my secretary for some time and he aped me, aped my man- 
nerisms, and every time I would make a speech I would find him look 
ing like a strange character of my self, and I decided he was becoming 
too much of a shadow, so when the opportunity came to form the 
Washington Old Age Pension Union I sent Pennock into the pension 
union, as much to get him out from being my shadow as anything 
else, to become one of its active officers; which he remained until he 
died. 

Now, I had others on the secretarial staff which ] suppose you want 
to know something about. Sylvia Keen was a secretary of mine, and 
a member of the Communist Party. I am glad to note that she sub 
sequently broke hard and strong from the Party. 

I am having a little difficulty remembering the name of another 
secretary. As a matter of fact, Pennock, Sylvia Keen, and the third 
one, whose name I now recall, her name was Irene Borowski—Irene 
was, of course, a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, did you have any non-Communists on either 
your publication or upon the staff ? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, not at levels of—once the party had penetrated 
the Commonwealth Federation enough to be administratively the 
core of the federation, I would say no. However, there unquestion- 
ably were, since this was a popular front period and no desire on the 
part of the party to exclude from active participation with the WCF 
at the top level of those who would support the party position, either 
consciously or unconsciously. There were unquestionably others who 
were not party members who 

Mr. Wueeter. Was there any deviation from the Communist Party 
line on the part of the Washington Commonwealth Federation ? 

Mr. Costigan. Never from the time the Commonwealth Federation 
began to be—well, since the time the Communist Party changed its 
position from that of social revolution to antifascism in the demo- 
cratic front until the time when I, among others, broke with the Com- 
monwealth Federation over the Soviet-Nazi Pact. Then some of us 
deviated, but the Commonwealth Federation, as a going organiza- 
tion, didn’t deviate. 

Mr. Wuee ter. Did not deviate? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. You mentioned Bill Pennock being placed in the 
pension organization of Washington—— 

Mr. Costigan. Washington Old Age Pension Union is what it was 
called. I conceived the Washington Old Age Pension Union on my 
radio broadcast, and it came about something like this: I found there 
was an increasing number of people who had been unemployed during 
the depression who were people who had been long-time residents and 
taxpayers of the State of Washington, who found themselves in a 
position of—I analyzed it once in sort of a satirical way by saying 
that under the current laws in our State affecting old-age assistance, 
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I think the title was, that a pioneer of this State is expected to burn 
down his house, divorce his wife and drown his children before he is 
eligible for a pension. And I might add that a number of people in my 
State agreed with that point of view. And as a result, although the 
Townsend movement was quite potent in the State of Washington, and 
a number of Republican candidates for various offices were great 
Townsendites, nevertheless, I had come to the conclusion that Town- 
sendism was “pie in the sky” for these people and the intelligent thing 
for them to do was to organize together as political persons and citi- 
zens and associate themselves with the Commonwealth Federation so 
that we could help them get more adequate social security in our State, 
and they at the same time could break down the barriers which had 
been artifically created between them and trade unions in the State of 
Washington. And as a result of that I launched the pension union. 
But the surprise, which is the fact that the Communist Party had not 
yet caught up with itself in the organization with the support of 
the concept of the Old Age Pension Union. It bracketed it with “Ham 
and Eggs” and with other effluvia of the historical type of fast pension 
promotion, and as a result it took them 8 or 9 months before they would 
accept the idea. And so I suppose again, even though I was a member 
of the Communist Party, I was deviating from the party line until 
Browder and the boys in New York caught up with the procession and 
found out that instead of being something that was untenable, it was 
something really remarkably important, because it is true that among 
those who are aged there is more time to do precinct canvassing, and 
they are usually more zealous when they are seeking security for 
themselves. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who was the head of the pension organization ? 

Mr. Costiean. Well, I actually was the creator of it, and I was con- 
sidered in several places as the “Young Dr. Townsend,” which made 
me retch. I was, I think, honorary chairman. I was never on its 
executive board. And as long as I had any weight and influence with 
it, I kept it from taxing the members. I felt that would lead to the 
kind of rackets which in California have become too obvious. 

Mr. Wueeter. What was Homer Huson’s position ? 

Mr. Costican. I can’t remember what Homer’s position was. He 
was, I believe, a member of the executive board of the Old-Age Pension 
Union. Sullivan, who was a member of the State senate, was a presi- 
dent of it. Bill Pennock was its executive secretary. If you are trying 
to ask me if the old-age pension leadership consciously was a part of the 
Communist orbit, I would say no. But I would say that we did find 
very shortly that most of the potent executives who influenced it, with 
the exception of such people as Sullivan and Huson—— 

Mr. Wueecer. I am referring here to the testimony of John T. 
Sullivan in the Canwell committee report, 1948, the first report of the 
Un-American Activities Committee in the State of Washington, that 
in 1939, according to Mr. Sullivan, Homer Huson was removed at the 
convention in Tacoma in the spring of 1939 and was replaced by Bill 
Pennock. 

Now, what I am getting at is, it is my understanding Homer Huson 
never was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Costigan. As far as I know, he never was a member. And he 
was also the target of the Communist Party operatives, and, as I 
assume, they don’t hate their own. 
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Mr. Wueeter. It is my understanding that he did an effective, 
honest job i in the organization. 

Mr. Costigan. He did within the limits of his ability by reason of 
the fact that he was constantly hemmed in by Communists who had 
more weight and influence within the top apparatus of the Pension 
Union. He did everything in his power to see to it, as far as I recall, 
to see to it that the Pension Union was working consistently on behalf 
of the rank and file members and not for ends other than gaining pen- 
sions for these people. 

Mr. WuHeeter. Why was he removed and replaced by Pennock ? 

Mr. Costigan. Because he was, from the standpoint of the Com- 
munist Party, he was 

Mr. Wueeter. He wasn’t agreeable? 

Mr. Costican. As far as I know he was never a Communist. He 
might have been at one time, but as far as I know he never was; and it 
was because Huson was opposed to some of the party line—— 





Mr. Wueeter. He was a stumbling block ? 
Mr. Costigan. Yes. 
Mr. Wueeter. He was removed because he wouldn’t go along with 


the Communist Party? 

Mr. Costigan. Right. 

Mr. Wueeter. You mentioned you were a member of the district 
bureau from 1937 to 1939. Will you relate to the committee the func- 
tion of the district bureau, its influence in the State of Washington 
and the membership, to the best of your recollection ? 

Mr. Costigan. To the best of my recollection, the district bureau’s 
function was to—it was the highest body of the party in the Pacific 
Northwest because the district bureau embraced the State of Oregon, 
the inland empire, which means the Panhandle of Idaho, and probably 
western Montana, the State of Washington, and the Territory of 
Alaska. The district bureau headquartered at Seattle because that was 
the highest concentration of party divisions in the Pacific Northwest, 
and it was, of course, the key city, being the queen city of the 
Northwest. 

The district bureau policy, the application of the national and, I pre- 
sume, obviously, the international line to the local scene—that is, I am 
speaking of the Northwest scene—and it dealt with all phases of the 
Communist Party activity that were—that is, I am saying all phases, 
but I subsequently learned that some phases of the Communist Party I 
was never familiar with, such as sabotage and possibly espionage—but 

all of the surface activities of the Communist Party were dealt with by 
the district bureau as the top organization of the party. 

Mr. Dore. At what level was the sabotage and that level of activity 
decided ? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, this I would never of my own knowledge know, 
because I am not familiar with it, except by hearsay, and also by the 
reading of material that has been published from the findings of the 
various committees of Congress and of the various States attested to 
by individuals under oath about evidences of sabotage. 

Mr. Dorie. Would your experience up in the Northwest indicate 
there were some other groups in authority that was deciding those 
matters? 

Mr. Costiaan. Well, I would think that from my own speculation, 
and that is all I can do, that there must be an apparatus of the party 
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which functions completely independentiy of the so-called political 
arm of the party, and I am sure that if they engaged in sabotage 
activity in the Pacific Northwest they wouldn’t want people who were 
as young and green and as unsophisticated as many of those who I] 
have seen on the district bureau, the y wouldn’t want those to have 
these facts because this would be something that would obviously be 
of a criminal nature, and it is my understanding from people I have 
known who have been Communists who have told me there were people 
who were operating at the level of espionage, even of terror, who were 
sort of the gunmen of the party. But they were not, obviously, in 


ay knowledge. Now, that doesn’t mean that functionaries of the 
party, such as old-line functionaries like Morris Rapport, wouldn’t 
know about it. Sut he certainly never discussed it with me. 


Mr. WxHeeter. Who were the members of the district bureau ? 

Mr. Costigan. Well, it wasn’t a stationary group, and I would have 
to borrow a term from the current M« ‘Carthy hearings and have to 
have my memory refreshed somewhat. I can remember some of them. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, the ones you recall. 

Mr. Cosrigan. Harold Eby served on the district bureau. 

Mr. Wueeter. Would you identify each individual ? 

Mr. Costigan. Harold G. Eby was, and I believe still is, a profes- 
sor of oo at the University of Washington. 

Mel Jacobs, I think, was on it because we often enough met at his 
home, hae he was present when we met. Also, incidentally, at the 
time Morris Rapport was hiding out in the Pacific Northwest from, 
{ think, the Immigration Department, he stayed with Mel Jacobs and 
his wife, secret ly. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who is Mel Jacobs? 

Mr. ene. He was an anthropologis t and was a teacher at the 
University of Washington in anthropology and a brilliant teacher, 
and I believe Be still teaches at the University of Washington. 

Mr. Dorr. Do you know him as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, I knew he was a member of the Communist 
Party because the Communist Party district bureau met in his home. 

Mr. Wueeter. How about Eby ! 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, of course, I knew he was. His wife also was 
a member of the Communist Party. I can’t remember her first name, 
but I am sure she is still married to Professor E by. And she was 
actually sort of a small-time functionary of the party for a while. 

Mr. Doyte. Did you sit in closed Communist Party meetings with 
Y rofessor E by and this other professor ¢ 4 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Will you continue? 

Mr. Wueeter. Please continue. 

Mr. Costigan. Karley A. Larsen was on the district bureau of the 
Communist Party. He was the representative of the labor section 
of the party. He was a member of the International Woodworkers of 
America, and vice president of that organization. 

Well, Harry Jackson, of course. He was a functionar y of the aay 
Actually, he was the labor secretary for the northwest district and we 
very, very close to Morris Rapport. I have heard from Harry Sark 
son that he and Morris Rapport were originally the people who had 
gotten Harry Bridges into the party when they were functioning 
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down in California prior to Morris Rapport becoming district organ- 
izer in the Pacific Northwest. So there was no secret about his party 
affiliations. 

Hugh DeLacy sat with me on the district bureau. 

Mr. Dore. In closed Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Costigan. He was a member of the district bureau of the Com- 
munist Party, and while I have never seen a party card of Mr. DeLacy, 
because I didn’t have one, and he didn’t have one, as far as I know, 
nevertheless Hugh DeLacy, as far as I know, still is an active, func- 
tioning, hs ardworking, dedicated member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Doyte. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

Mr. Doyxix. On the record. We will take 45 minutes for lunch at 
this time. 

(Whereupon, a luncheon recess was taken. ) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Doytr. On the record. 


Mr. Jackson: I think at this time the record should show that Sub- 


committee Chairman Jackson entered the hearing at 2:25. Now off 
the record. 


(Discussion off the record. ) 

Mr. Jackson. On the record. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Costigan, will you continue to identify the mem- 
bers of the district bureau of the Communist Party during the period 
of time you were a member ? 

Mr. Costigan. I had identified DeLacy on the record. It was not 
a continuing and static membership. There were people who were 
co-opted under the committee, and before the district bureau and 
served as temporary parts of the district bureau from 1937 to 1939, 
the time that I would have knowledge of; and if I could have my 
memory refreshed by anyone who remembers some of the other names 
i would know whether they were members of the district bureau. I 
did mention two professors of the Unive rsity of Washington, who to 
my knowledge are still teaching on the faculty of the University of 
WwW ashington, who in my opinion have not made satisfactory state- 
ments before committees, either of the State or of the 

Mr. Wueeter. I believe you identified Mel Jacobs. 

Mr. Costigan. And Harold Eby and Hugh DeLacy. As a matter 
of fact, DeLacy was a teacher at the University of Washington. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall any ~~ r individuals? 

Mr. Costigan. I think I mentioned Karley Larsen. 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes, you did. 

Mr. Costigan. Jackson, Harold Jackson; I think it was Harold 
Jackson. Anyway, he was the labor organizer or 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Harold or Harry? 

Mr. Costigan. Harry Jackson. And of course Morris Rappaport 
was on there. Lowell Wakefield served on the district bureau. 

Jess Fletcher appeared before the district bureau on several occa- 
sions. He was never a member of the district bureau but I was con- 
scious of the fact that he was an important member of the Communist 
Party in the labor movement. He was vice president of the BSEU 


Congress. 


labor secretary for 
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Bill Pennock served on it in a minor capacity. He was more or less 
there as a kind of assistant to me, as a kind of secretary, would come 
in on occasions. But he actually was represented on the district 
bureau after he became head of the Old Age Pension Union. 

There was a chap who was constantly at the beck and call of Morris 
Rappaport who I attempted to remember the other day and who at one 
time was a county organizer of the Communist Party in King County 
and who I am sure others could remember, and if anyone could recall 
his name to me I would know immediately about him, that he had been 
on the district bureau. Andy Remes was on the district bureau part 
of this time; assistant to Morris Rappaport in the district. 

Lou Sass was also a top functionary in the northwest district and 
was on the district bureau. 

Henry Huff was a section head of the Communist Party at that time, 
and whenever he was in Seattle he served, or attended meetings of the 
district bureau of the Communist Party. He just recently has been 
in the Smith Act trials. 

Mr. Wueeter. Does that complete your testimony concerning the 
district bureau ? 

Mr. Costigan. All I can remember. But I am perfectly willing to 
have anyone give me any additional names of people that the commit- 
tee may have knowledge of or may have information about being in the 
Communist district bureau operations, and I should be happy to tell 
you whether or not I know they have been members of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Wurecer. Did you ever meet Mickey Orton ? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wureter. Was he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cosrican. He certainly was. 

Mr. Wuee ter. I refer to the testimony 

Mr. Doyzx. Did you sit with him in closed Communist Party meet- 
ings ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. And he was a leading officer of the Interna- 
tional Woodworkers of America. I have forgotten—I think a vice 
president of the IWA. 

Mr. Wueecer. I would like to refer to the testimony of Jess Fletcher 
in the first report of the un-American activities of Washington, 1948, 
page 179, where Mr. Fletcher is being questioned by the committee 
and he is relating an experience, or a meeting rather, that was held 
in the home of Mr. Costigan, and among those present were Hugh 
DeLacy, whom you have identified as a member of the Communist 
Party; Harry Jackson, whom you have identified as a member of the 
Communist Party; Mickey Orton, whom you have identified as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party; and the witness Jess Fletcher. 

Mr. Costigan. Who I also identified as a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes. According to Mr. Fletcher’s testimony, Mr. 
Harry Bridges was present at this meeting. Do you recall such a 
meeting ? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. I recall that Bridges was up to my place on 
several occasions; many of them were social, and they were meetings 
that included rather broad groups of people. We had a number of 
people who would be present who were people I knew to be identified 
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members of the Communist Party. At that time I did not know him 
as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall what the purpose of this meeting 
was ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. No; I can’t. There were so many meetings held at 
my place and at other places, as you will learn if you check the record, 
as many as 4 and 5 meetings a day, and I did at least 2 broadcasts a day 
and edited a newspaper. I was a comparatively busy citizen, and I 
met numerous occasions—I usually worked 18 hours a day. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Fletcher testified that this meeting, as he recalls, 
was called for the purpose of running Hugh DeLacy for city council. 

Mr. Costigan. Oh, I remember a meeting—— 

Mr. Wueecer. Does that refresh your recollection ? 

Mr. Costigan. For the purpose of running Hugh DeLacy for city 
council. He was then a teacher at the University of Washington. 

Mr. Wuerrer. What interest would Mr. Bridges have in running 
Hugh DeLacy as a member of the city council ? 

Mr. Costican. Because Bridges was interested in the promotion 
of what he considered to be a progressive political program at the level 
of the municipalities, as well as State levels, along the Pacific Coast 
where he had a concentration of members in the ILWU, and as a mat- 
ter of fact the 1934 strike, general strike—wait a minute. Pardon me. 
I mean, the 1934 waterfront strike had its political repercussions in 
Seattle because the then mayor of Seattle, a Republican by the name 
of Charlie Smith, who subsequently became known as “Gas Bomb 
Charlie,” threw gas bombs at the longshoremen and using his good 
quarterback arm from the University of Washington and his back- 
ground of training for that purpose, and as a result I led a_recall move- 
ment against Charlie Smith. That is the first time I became familiar 
with the waterfront situation. And we came within a whisker of get- 
ting it except the longshoremen had to go back to work and couldn’t 
carry petitions any longer because the strike had been settled, and 
from that time on there was a continuing interest in the political 
nature of life of Seattle, including the removal of the city council 
who had supported Smith at the time, and DeLacy was approved as 
a candidate, as being a desirable person for the office, and he had some 
kind of direct involvement in some waterfront activities himself. I 
think at that time DeLacy had been a member of one of the mari- 
time unions. He had made trips to Japan as a seaman. 

Mr. Dorr. Was he, at the time he was a candidate for mayor—— 

Mr. Costigan. He wasn’t a candidate for mayor. He was a candi- 
date for city council. 

Mr. Dorie. What is the fact, if you know, as to whether or not at 
that time whether he was known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Costigan. He was known to me as a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Dorie. At the time he became a candidate for city council? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. 

Mr. Doytx. Why was he known to you as that? 

Mr. Costigan. Because he had sat with me at district meetings of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Doytr. Closed meetings? 
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Mr. Costigan. That is correct. 

Mr. Wuereter. Mr. Fletcher also testified this meeting was called 
at the instance, to quote his testimony, of “Comrade Rapport.” 

Mr. Costigan. Well, “Comrade Rapport” was a district organizer 
of the Communist Party, and as a matter of fact Morris Rapport and 
[ were very often in company, and I had many meetings with Morris 
Rapport. Asa matter of fact, I had a meeting with Morris Rapport 
before the convention of the IWA was held in Portland, Oreg., and 
this, I think, is a piece of information that oee§ —— to what you had 
In mind in your question. I was asked to ’ Morris Rap ype rt, or 
was told by Morris Rapport that I was to oe ke the major political 
address at the International Woodworkers of America convention 
at Portland, Oreg., and would I mind riding ie with him so we 
could remand certain matters. So I rode down with him. And I 
was joined by Morris Rapport and Harry Jackson, who were with 
me. We proceeded to Portland together, and I was told then we 
would be meeting with Bill Schneiderman and Lambert. I don’t 
know, L am always in trouble in knowing whether it is Rudy Lambert 
or the other Lambert. This one was labor organizer for the Com- 
munist Party for the California district. In any event, I was to meet 
with those two, and we were to meet with Harry Bridges, who would 
be there from California. So when we got to Portland we met with 
Harry Bridges and Harold Pritchett, who is the president of the 
International Woodworkers of America, and identified as a Com- 
munist Party member. And we held those meetings, as I vaguely re- 
call, in the—well, there are two hotels, one across the street from each 
other, and one is new and the other one is old, and they are very well 
known hotels in Portland. Anyway, in any event, it was the hotel 
close to the hall where the convention was held. 

Present at those meetings were only party functionaries, myself 
and Harry Bridges. So I would assume that this was a closed meeting 
of the Communist Party, and I was attending a Communist Party 
meeting. 

Mr. Wueeter. Getting back to this particular meeting that was held 
at your home. Here we have Hugh DeLacy, who is a member of the 
district bureau; Howard Costigan, member of the district bureau; 
Harry Jackson, member of the district bureau; Jess Fletcher, whom 
you described as an important member of the Communist Party; and 
Mic ke y Orton. Now, the only person that you have not identified as a 
member of the Communist Party is Harry Bridges 

Mr. CostTIGan. Because, as I think I already told you, as I said, at 
that time I did not know him to be a member of the Communist Party 
I have never seen a card, and I can only say that at the meeting in 
Portland, which is the closest approximation in my mind to a closed 
Communist Party meeting at top level that I have ever attended on 
the west coast, that Bridges was one of those present, and all the others 
I knew to be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. About when was that Portland meeting? 

Mr. Costigan. That would be the date of the convention. I was 
in Portland in 1937, or 1938, something like that. As I say, I talked 
to this convention every year and I keynoted most of them, politically, 
so I can’t be sure. 

Mr. Wueeter. On that point, who in that meeting that you have now 
referred to when Bridges was present, who else was in that meeting 
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that you did not know to be a Communist besides Bridges, if anybody ? 

Mr. Costigan. This meeting—the New Hetman Hotel is the name 
of the hotel. 

Mr. Wieeter. You understand the question ? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes. Well, actually I met in the room of Jim Mol- 
than, M-o-l-t-h-a-n. He was an attorney. He was the attorney for the 
IWA, with offices in Seattle, and to my knowledge he was a member 
of the Communist Party. But Molthan was to be in the room—as 
a matter of fact, Molthan was out of the room when the conference 
was going on, but he did come and go, and I wish to attest to the fact 
that he returned to the room with Dick Neuberger in tow, and Dick 
was of course reporting then for the New York Times, and was its 
Northwest correspondent, and he was vitally interested in labor mat- 
ters, and he opened the door and saw that we were still in conference 
in the room, and he then turned hastily to Neuberger, who probably 
got a peek of the countenances of the room figures, and said, “Look, 
there is something going on in my room. Let’s go someplace else and 
talk.” 

Mr. Wueetrr. Then, answering my question, was there anybody else 
in the room besides Bridges who—— 

Mr. Costigan. Not in the continuing conference, but we did have 
runners from the IWA meeting, whom I couldn’t positively identify, 
and they came and told us what was going on in committee meetings. 
And I think that is the only time I was present at a meeting with 
Bridges, and was for the purpose of outlining the basic questions 
that needed to be presented in the form of speech material and to be 
built into resolutions from the convention supporting the New Deal. 

Mr. Wueeter. Now again, you have mentioned an attogsney in 
Seattle- 

Mr. Costigan. James Molthan. 

Mr. Wuee rr. And you stated he was a Communist, but you didn’t 
state how you knew. 

Mr. Costican. I said I knew him. I know Jim very well, and he 
has talked to people of joining the Communist Party; was a member 
of the party for a relatively brief period of time. I mean, I don’t think 
he would deny it. 

Mr. Wueeter. I merely wanted to know your identification. 

Mr. Costigan. Well, personally, we have discussed his membership, 
why he couldn’t get along with the party, why he didn’t like the party, 
what was wrong with the party. 

Mr. Wueerer. Did heever get out of the party ? 

Mr. Costiean. Yes. And he has been a bitter opponent of it, been 
accused of being a Trotskyite as far as I know. He served in the 
Armed Forces during World War II. He was commissioned from 
the field, and he has been—if anything, he has been a more active 
and vigilant anti-Communist than most of the people that have been 
members of the party in the Northwest. 

Mr. Wueerer. I would like to refer to the testimony of Kathryn 
Fogg, second report of the Un-American Activities Committee in the 
State of Washington. In response to a question Miss Fogg answered, 
“We were very active in the Commonwealth Federation.” 

Mr. Costigan. Miss Fogg, for identification, isn’t she the one who 
was a member of the State legislature ¢ 


48069—54—-pt. 1——3 
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Mr. Wueeter. Right. [Reading:] 

We were very active in the Commonwealth Federation. And he was on the 
executive board of the Commonwealth Federation. We attended meetings and 
policy-forming meetings for the Federation. Howard Costigan, Hugh DeLacy, 
Bill Dobbins, Harold Eby, John Caughlan—I can’t think of any more at the 
present time. 

And then a question by Mr. Houston [reading | : 

These were all members of the Communist Party, of your knowledge? 

Miss Foca. Yes. 

With reference to John Caughlan, I would like for you to relate 
what knowledge you have of him. 

Mr. Costigan. The only way that I can effectively give you any 
real knowledge of John Caughlan is that Morris Rapport used to 
speak disparagingly of John Caughlan as being another one of those 
lawyers as being too legalistic in his approach to things. I have 
never seen his card, and I think it is just taken for granted in discus- 
sions, but I do not have, or directly know John Caughlan to be a 
member of the Communist Party; but I have no doubt that he was 
au member of the Communist Party because I felt that the criticism 
of Caughlan by Rapport at the time was related to him in a manner 
which would indicate that he, Rapport, knew him to be a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Doyiz. There again I want to indicate in the record that I 
doubt the advisability of including the name of the man as a membe1 
of the Communist Party that can’t t be positively identified. 

Mr. Wuerter. Mr. Doyle, in regard to that, | read the sworn testi- 
mony of a former member of the Communist Party who identified 
Mr. Caughlan, and I was asking our present witness if he had any 
similar know ledge. 

Mr. Dorie. Off the record. 

( Diseussion off the record. ) 

Mr. Doyir. On the record. 

Mr. Wureiter. Would you relate to the committee the reasons you 
left the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. Well, yes. I left the Communist Party because I 
become clearly conscious of the fact that the Communist Party was an 
instrument of a foreign government which operated deceitfully and 
conspiratorially and which in effect was a force for reaction even 
greater than nazism ever was, precisely, because it appealed to the best 
in the people who were idealists and w ho joined the party and who sub- 
sequently obviously had to find out that the Communist Party was 
neither democratic nor American, and was in effect engaged in using 
their interest for the purpose of defeating those ver Vv ends. 

Specifically, I left the Communist Party because of the Soviet-Nazi 
pact. It was clear to me that the Communist Party was not even anti- 
Fascist, and I had been very much against fascism. 

I left it on a more intimate basis bee “ause I had been assioned to 
help build up a western conference to launch the campaign for Frank- 
lin Roosevelt. I had a series of conferences with people in Washing- 
ton, D. C., including Norris, LaGuardia, and even La Follette, and 
even Burton Wheeler on the question of holding this western con- 
ference in Salt Lake City, and I found that after the Soviet-Nazi 
pact that all my friends on the Pacifie coast, including Harry Bridges, 
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were opposed to such a confere ‘g and were immediately charging 
Franklin Roosevelt as being the Nation’s leading warmonger. 

Mr. Wueeter. Have you been actively anti-Communist— 

Mr. Costigan. Ever since; more effective anti-Communist after the 
end of the war in which we were cobelligerents and coparticipants 
against the N: \ZIS. Prior to that time any effort to openly pl: ice Com- 
munists in posit on of expos sure meant you were immedi: ite ly Cc hara ed 
by those who were soft-headed with being pro-Nazi. 

Mr. Wueeter. I have no further questions. 

Mr. JAcKson. Do you have any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doy.te. What vear was that. that you W ithdrew. Mr. Costigan ? 

Mr. Costigan. Le xpl: une «| earlie Tr. 

Mr. Doyte. Well, approximate ly. 

Mr. Costigan. Well, I said it was in 1940 when I left the Com 
munist Party. As I say, I took over the—my first positive action in 
anti-Communist activity was the Norris-LaGuardia campaign in the 
reelection of Roosevelt. 

Mr. Doyte. In your activity against the Communist conspiracy, 
what form of activity did you take? Did you take cooperation with 
the FBI at any time? 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, I have cooperated with the FBI. 

Mr. Doyie. Beginning how far back ? 

Mr. Costigan. I don’t know exactly. I don’t know if I cooperated 
with the FBI until after the war. I have been available at any time 
for questions from the FBI since that time, and all other agencies of 
the United States Government: including Immigration. 

Mr. Doyte. In your wide experience—and I don’t know that you 
are on the record any place yet with a congressional committee 

Mr. Costigan. I am not. 

Mr. Doyitx. From your wide experience, I know you have studied 
the problem, what have you to suggest, if anything, so far as the 
functioning of this House Un-American Activities Committee under 
Public Law 601% Give Congress the benefit of any suggestions you 
have. 

Mr. Costigan. Well, I would say first of all that it must be re- 
membered that the Communist Party appeals to the best in the youth 
to entrap them into the party; that unfortunately, and too often, the 
political equipment of this country does not provide the means by 
which young people can become active in behalf of the correction of 
injustices without in some wi ay or another being branded as Com 
munists, and many of them finally get to the point where, if they 
feel that they wish to be active they must of a associate with 
active groups in the Communist active program, if they are active, 
and if they are not Communists they get branded as Communists, so 
they might as well have the game as the name, so to speak. 

Until it is possible for conservatives of our Nation to realize that 
there must be a freedom for the expression of progressive and liberal 
ideas, in an effort to ameliorate conditions that otherwise give the 
Communists adequate soil in which to fortify, until that is done, I 
think we have got the only answer to solving the problem, and I would 
say it is, well, first that the progressive and liberal, particularly the 
American liberal, learn that under no circumstances—the Communist 
Party, the Communist instrument of progress or liberalism is, in 
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effect, the most reactionary force in the world. Then, on the other 
hand, I would say the ones most loud in their opposition to the Com 
munist Party, who are unknowledgable of its appeal to the young 
idealist, and who are ready to acquaint as Communists any expres- 
sion of liberalism, that those persons are unconsciously aiding the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. Let me direct a question to you, because of the lack of 
time at this time. Will you give, as brie fly and distinctly as you can, 
your suggestion as to what, 1f anyt thing there is that this committee can 
do to improve our processes or methods. That is what I am after, Mr. 
Costigan. 

Mr. Costigan. I would say, first of all, to be certain that when one is 
branded a Communist, you be certain such a person is a Communist. 
Second, that every effort be made to give those who have even been, as 
idealists, have been members of the Communist Party, a chance to re- 
habilitate themselves. 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. Costigan, that the committee has 
done exactly that? 

Mr. Costigan. Within my knowledge, Congressmen, and I can only 
limit that knowledge to the area of information that you and I both 
know of, which is the west coast of the United States, in this period, 
particularly with reference to Hollywood, I would say, and I have so 
said, that to my knowledge the committee has never called a person 
who has not been previously positively identified by at les ast two sepa- 
rate persons who would have knowledge of that person’s membership, 
never has called them a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. I am very hs appy to have that on the record, because 
this is a popular misconception In some qui irters, that this committee 
isona fishing expedition and it is simph y a matter of t: aking someone 
off the street corner and hauling him before the committee. I thin x it 
is very important that it be clearly understood in the record that this 
is not the procedure of this committee, and you are in a unique posi- 
tion, by virtue of your excellent work that you have done here on the 
west coast, to do much to dissipate that concept. And I think you have 
adequately done it in your statement. But I think it is important. 

Mr. Costigan. And I shall continue to do so, because I think the 
work of this committee, following its true purpose, is most essential to 
the future security of the United States in this period of great crisis. 

Mr. Dorrie. And you feel that that policy, you believe, that we 
follow, of requiring at least the identification of two is essential ? 

Mr. Costiean. I certainly think it is very sound. 

Mr. Dorie. And fair and just and reasonable ? 

Mr. Costigan. I think it is most sound. I think it is probably—I 
mean, the information I have about other committees, both State and 
congressional, incline me to believe that this is a policy which your 
committee was inaugurated and which might well be followed by other 
committees of the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. Doyir. Have you any criticism or any other advice to the com- 
mittee as to how we can improve our processes ? 

Mr. Costriean. I think not in the committee’s own forum of official 
proceedings. But I think it would be well for some members of the 
committee—I have reference now in the dim past to a member or two 
of the committee, in fact a couple of chairmen of the committee, who 
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arrogated unto themselves a right to speak for the entire committee, 
more or less officially, in public meetings, away from the confines of 
the committee hearing rooms and to make what I consider to be un- 
fortunate statements which have caused a certain amount of public 
opprobrium to be attached to the committee which, I believe does harm 
to the committee’s, shall we say, effective function. 

Mr. Dorie. Have you any other observations that you want to give 
us as to ways and means by which you believe we could strengthen our 
processes ¢ 

Mr. Costigan. Well, you are probably asking me inferentially about 
whether I think the confrontation of witnesses 

Mr. Dorie. Any considered opinion you may have. 

Mr. Costigan. My opinion is, however, that this is not the fune- 
tion of the legislative committee, but is a function of the court. I 
think it would mean an endless amount of wasted time of the com- 
inittee, which, unfortunately, if it covers all of the ground it is going 
to be extremely busy, and I think it is sufficient that legal counsel be 
permitted to attend those witnesses who wish legal counsel, and that 
they be given an opportunity, when accused, and if they feel falsely 
accused, to make the record by appearing voluntarily before the com- 
mittee, and I believe the committee has been fair and permitted anyone 
so accused to come before the committee and make whatever explana- 
tion he wishes, or to deny the charges of any previous witness. I—— 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask that where you use the word “accused” 
that you use the word “named”; no accus: ~_ being leveled, 

Mr. Costigan. Yes, you are quite correct, sir. Anyone who is named 
in the records of the committee as a member a the party, you see. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Costigan. He should have the right to correct the record if it 
is to be corrected. 

Mr. Jackson. The rules of the committee adopted early last year 
specifically set forth the fact that any individual who is named for 
the first time in open hearings shall be notified at the earliest prac- 
tical moment to the last address of record of the fact that he was named, 
by whom named and the name of the organization with which he is 
alleged to have ben associated, and that information furnished to him. 

I would like to know whether your remark on the question of con- 
frontation of witnesses is extended to the matter of cross-examination 
of witnesses. That is a question which is being discussed at length 
now. I might say that it is my personal oplinon, that in an investi- 
gation of the sort conducted by this committee that it is not practi- 
cable, for a number of reasons, to permit cross-examination, particu- 
larly of those witnesses who quite obviously have not intention of 
cooperating with the committee. I should like to know now, out of 
your own experience, extensive experience in the party, whether cross- 
examination would be conducted in good faith. 

Mr. Costigan. By the Communist “Party d 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Costigan. Not at all. This is one piece of information that I 
will volunteer: To my knowledge the Communist Party on the day- 
to-day operations does not pick non-Communist attorneys. The Com- 
munist Party does, on exceptional occasions, where there is a great, 
shall we say, public relations problem at stake, pic ‘ non-Communists 
to represent them, such as in hearings before the Supreme Court, where 
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Wendell Willkie, who was obviously never a member of the Communist 
Party, was picked to handle the Schneiderman case by the Commu- 
nists. But in the usual run of the mill operations of the party it is as- 
sumed that the party s should always have the right to expect its own 
attorneys to put the party’s program above the law. 

Now, I can cite a specific instance of this: At one time there was a 
conference on a subject affecting two rival law firms in the Pacific 
Northwest, both of whom had to do with handling the business of 
unions which were dominated by the Communist Party. During the 
course of this hassle, at the district bureau, and it is read as such things 
get to the district bureau, it was the observation of Morris Rapport, 
the ther organizer for the Communist Party for the eae dis- 
trict of the United States, that it must be read, one, that the reason 
that we require Communist Party membership of our sseciinies bat- 
tery of attorneys is that the time comes quite often when it is to the 
interest of the party, in the furthering of its objectives, to place the 
law second and the party interest hrst ; so that often enough it becomes 
the duty of a party member, who is also a lawyer, to act in an illegal, 
or, shall we say, unethical manner as far as the bar is concerned, be- 

use his first devotion, as is the devotion of all continuing members, 
is to the party first and to their labor union, the bar, the church, or 
anything else they may be a member of, as far as the public knowl- 
edge is concerned, that must = lac ced second. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee has had abundant evidence of that 
type of conduct. Now, to what purpose would cross-examination be 
used by a Communist lawyer ? 

Mr. Costigan. For the purpose of discrediting the adverse witness 
to the party’s position, dragging in any kind of inferential material 
that would be smear techniques if used by the others in the party itself, 
even as to whether or not he was a chronic dypsomaniac, rapist, or any 
other items; or use any other fraud in getting the witness, anything 
that is not germane to the case, but that doesn’t bother a legal light of 
the party. And what is often enough true is that it is false material 
which no one, under the rules of your committee, would have a chance 
if you permitted to have this latitude on cross-examination. 

Mr. Jackson. I should like to make it clear on this point, before I 
leave it, Mr. Doyle, that I personally am not op posed to cross-exami- 
nation of witnesses who are cooper: ating in order to clear up points 


which may not have been made clear in the original testimony of the 
identifying witness and such instances, I imagine, do occur from time 
to time. But I can see no valid reason for permitting cross-examina- 


tion by irrational, cantakerous attorneys for equally cantakerous and 
irrational witnesses who have not cooperated in any way and obviously 
have no intention of cooperating with the committee. 

Mr. Costigan. The purpose of such attorneys, as often enough the 
purpose of such of the adverse witnesses, is to use the hearing as a 
forum to reach as many people as they can for the purpose of dis- 
crediting the committee, the purpose, and even the Government of 
the United States. 

Mr. Doytr. As you now know, Mr. Chairman, one of my suggested 
rules was that the committee adopt some rule which would allew the 
attorney of a friendly witness to have not more than 5 minutes with 
which to bring out any testimony which the friendly witness, that 
the attorney knew of that the friendly witness hadn’t volunteered to 
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the committee. And I am glad to hear you say that you favor that in 
principle. 

May I ask you this question, Mr. Costigan: Do I understand that 
you go to the point of saying under oath that where a Communist 
attorney appears before our committee 

Mr. Costigan. You mean an attorney for the Communist Party? 
Is that what you mean ? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. And you have said that the ordinary run of the 
mill of attorneys who do appear to defend Communists 

Mr. Costigan. Within my knowledge. 

Mr. Dorie. Withn youl KNOW ledge. All 1 olt. And you cer 
tainly have a lot of beanwisdes about it. Do I understand that you 
are telling us, under oath, that those attorneys, by and large, have 
advised their clients before this committee, under oath, to put their 
Communist Party oath ahead of their respect and obedience to estab- 
lished law, either State or National ? 

Mr. Costigan. If both, in a hypothetical case, are members of a 
Communist Party—that is, your witness and his attorney who appears, 
both would be not only remiss, but would be subject to being dragged 
before a control commission 

Mr. Jackson. Disciplinary body ? 

Mr. nae In other wo! ‘ds, they would be considered to be 
acting in a fashion which, if I may coin a phrase, was uncommunistic— 
not un-American, but uncommunistic. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mi inifestly the reason I asked that question was to 
have a restatement of that. As you know, I am not a lawyer myself, 
and lam hock .d to hear you say it. , 

Mr. Costigan. I am shocked that it is true. But it is unfortunately 
true. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any further questions ? 

Mr. Doy.e. No. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Costigan, may I say, on behalf of the committee, 
how much we appreciate your testimony. I think all of us are cog- 
nizant of the tremendous and effective effort that you and your asso- 
ciates have put forth in the anti-Communist fight. By virtue of your 
own membership, long association with the Communist Party, you 
are in a position to render a unique and significant service. This 
appearance today is a sonia of it. Your nae ration with the othe or 
Government security agen is*additional evidence of your fait 
I want to, on behalf of the full Committee on Un-American ee 
ties, and the House of Representatives to extend to you our expression 
of grateful thanks, and I am sure that you will hok 1 yourself in readi- 
ness to cooperate in the future, as you have in the past, with the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Costigan. Mr. Jackson, I want it to be expressly understood 
that I am willing and anxious to be placed under oath at any time to 
further the investigation of this committee on Communist activities 
in the United States. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

(Whereupon the executive session was adjourned until 4 p. m., the 
same day.) 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 1 


FRIDAY, MAY 28, 1954 


Unirep Srates Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to call, 
at 4 p. m., in room 1484, Statler Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Clyde 
Doyle presiding. 

Committee member present: Representative Clyde Doyle. 

Staff member present: William A. Wheeler, investigator. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ? 

Mrs. Conen. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ELIZABETH BOGGS COHEN 


Mr. Wueeter. State your full name. 
Mrs. Conen. Elizabeth Boggs Cohen. 
Mr. Wueerrer. Will you state where you were born ? 


Mrs. Conrn. Lakeside, Wash. 

Mr. Wueeter. And will you tell the committee your educational 
background ? 

Mrs. Conren. Lafayette Grammar School in Seattle, West Seattle 
High School, and University of Washington. 

Mr. Wueeter. And did you graduate from the University of Wash- 
ington ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. In what year? 

Mrs. Conen. 1935. 

Mr. Wueeter. What has been your employment background ? 

Mrs. Conen. I worked for the Seattle Girl Scouts, for the American 
Radio Telegraphers Association, the timber workers, and the Commu- 
nist Party, all in Seattle; and in Los Angeles for the Children’s Home 
Society. 

Mr. Wuereter. When did you leave the city of Seattle ? 

Mrs. Conen. In 1942. 

Mr. Wueeter. And since 1942 you have lived in southern Califor- 
nia? 


Mrs. Conen. Yes. 


1 Released by the committee. 
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Mr. Wueeter. What year did you join the C ommunist Party ? 

Mrs. Couen. In the fall of 1935. 

Mr. Wueeter. I see you are not represented by counsel. I would 
like to advise you that all witnesses are entitled to counsel if they so 
desire. 

Mrs. Conen. I don’t think I need counsel, Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. Wueeter. You are presently subpenaed before the committee ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. Have you cooperated with the committee prior to 
this date ? 

Mrs. Conren. Yes; I made a sworn statement to them previously. 

Mr. Wueeter. That was April 16, 1952 4 

Mrs. Conen. Right. 

Mr. Wreerer. And you have been in contact with the FBI‘ 

Mrs. Conen. Yes; previous to that. 

Mr. Wueever. Do you recall who recruited you into the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Conen. A man by the name of Paul Linderman. 

Mr. Wueever. Will you further describe who he is, or was? 

Mrs. Conen. I think at that time he was a social worker. 

Mr. WHEELER. In the city of Seattle? 

Mrs. Cowen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. What interested you in becoming a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Conen. At that time the Communist Party represented itself 
as an anti-Fascist organization, as an American political party, and 
as a party, what they called the Democratic Front, which was inter- 
ested in all anti-Fascist activities and in improving the lot of most 
people in this country during the depression. 

Mr. Wrieever. Well, were you assigned to any particular unit or 
group of the party after you became a member ? 

Mrs. Conen. They sent me first toa new members group. I think 
I went about twice; wasn’t interested in the unit, and left; told them 
I didn’t like it. 

So then they assigned me to a neighborhood group, I guess you 
would call it, in a legislative district. 

Mr. Wueecer. Do you recall what district that was in? 

Mrs. Conen. I don’t remember the legislative number of it. It 
was inthe Montlake district of Se attle. 

Mr. Wuerever. Do you recall who the officers were of this unit? 

Mrs. Conen. I am not sure. I think Paul Linderman was in it. 
Dr. David Hersh, a dentist, was in it. There were some social 
workers, Alice Gundlach, and Glennette Hill, another social worker; 
and at various times it was visited by Al Bristol, the county organizer. 

Mr. Wurrier. What was the total strength of this group? 

Mrs. Conen. As far as I remember, about 15, ap proximately, 

Mr. Wueecer. And how long were you a member of this particular 
unit ? 

Mrs. Conen. I'd say, oh, 6 months. 

Mr. WHeEeEter. W hat was your subsequent assignment ? 

Mrs. Conen. The county organizer, Al Bristol, asked me if I would 
become membership chairman for the county. 

Mr. Wneever. And did you accept that position ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 
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Mr. Wueeter. And how long did you remain on the county mem- 
bership committee? Or how long were you a membership chairman ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. Several years, as far as I remember. 

Mr. Wueeter. And during that period of time were you a member 
of any unit or branch of the party ? 

Mrs. Couen. I must have been; although, my main job was going 
around to the various groups in the city and helping with member- 
ship problems there. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, who were the rest of the individuals who were 
members of the membership committee ? 

Mrs. Conen. Gladys Pettus, who was an office secretary ; Reba Bax- 
ter; Helen Hill. Since it was a small committee, I think that was 
about all. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were these paid employees of the Communist Party, 
or did—— 

Mrs. Cowen. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall what Reba Baxter was, whether she 
was employed, on whose pay 

Mrs. Conen. Housewife. She was married to Whitey Baxter, who 
was the waterfront organizer for the party and, I think, a seaman. 

Mr. Wuereter. How about Helen Hill? 

Mrs. Conen. Helen Hill was on the membership committee late 
in my membership of it, and after me became the chairman of it; 
followed me as chairman. 

Mr. Wueeter. Was there anyone else closely associated with this 
committee, its functions ? 

Mrs. Conen. The finance committee was always closely connected 
with the membership committee because each member was accounted 
a member by the dues that they paid each week. And the county fi- 
nance chairman was Helga Phillips; and the district chairman—the 
district included, of course, Washington and Oregon—was Lenna Eby. 

Mr. Wuerter. Can you further identify Miss or Mrs. Eby? 

Mrs. Conren. Mrs. Eby was the wife of Harold Eby, who is in the 
English department at the University of Washington. 

Mr. Wueeter. Was he known as a member of the Communist Party 
to you—Harold Eby? 

Mrs. Conen. I would say he was because later he attended district 
committee meetings. He was what would be called, I think, a pro- 
tected member in that he was not generally known to party members 
as a member. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you employed by the Girl Scouts during this 
period of time? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did being a member of the Communist Party in- 
fluence you in any Way in your instructions or work within the Girl 
Scouts? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you become a paid employee of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. Later on here they asked me if I would be the 
office secretary for the county ; which I did. 

Mr. Wueetrer. Were you paid well ? 

Mrs. Conen. $10 a week. 

Mr. Wueeter. What were your duties as secretary ? 
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Mrs. Conen. We put out the waterfront mimeographed paper. We 
mimeographed all of the instructions to the branches each week, to 
the neighborhood groups. I attended all of the county committee 
meetings. 

Mr. Wueever. Was this paper put out to the waterfront, was it an 
official publication of the Communist Party, so designated on the 
paper ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. The heading of the paper stated that it was put out by 
the waterfront section of the Communist Party. Whether or not that 
makes it an official publicat ion, I couldn’t know. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, it was printed by the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Conen. Written, printed, and distributed by the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. They were responsible for its distribution ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. They were responsible for its distribution. 

Mr. Wueeter. And while working on this paper did you meet 
individuals connected with the waterfront who assisted you in any 
way ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. Whitey Baxter and Blacky Cannelonga were both con- 
nected with the waterfront; and Ernie Fox was the district trade union 
director; and Harry Jackson, full-time party functionary for the dis- 
trict; and Charlie Legg, also a trade unionist, and they were all con- 
cerned with the waterfront trade unions. 

1 would put it, Mr. Wheeler, that I assisted them rather than they 
assisted me, 

Mr. Wueretrer. Who was responsible for getting you in this position ? 

Mrs. Conen. Al Bristol. 

Mr. Wueeter. Was it considered a promotion ? 

Mrs. Conen. I think they considered that I was willing to do an 
awful lot of work, that I was fairly responsible—yes, I would call it 
halfway a promotion. 

Mr. Wueetrr. Well now, I noticed, or you have testified that you 
worked for the Timber Worker. What is the Timber Worker? 

Mrs. Conen. The Timber Worker is the official paper of the TILWA, 
International Lumber and Woodworkers of America. Those are all 
Washington is a wood State. as you know, so all of the unions, both in 
this country and in Canada, were affiliated with that. They had thie 
weekly newspaper which they put out. 

Mr. Waeetre. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
employed by the Timber Worker ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueecer. Who was the president of the union? 

Mrs. Conen. Harold Pritchett. 

Mr. Wueeter. Was he a member of the Communist Partv? 

Mrs. Conen. I assumed that he was; but as far as I know, I didn’t 
ever see him at a party meeting; not even any of the District meet- 
ings. Put it this way: I know that he talked with Morris Rapport, 
the district organizer, consulted with him, and with other trade union- 
ists whom I did not know as party members. 

Mr. Wuerrter. How did you get this job? 

Mrs. Conen. Severel party members were employed as secretaries 
in that office, and I was a bookkeeper for the Timber Worker. 

Mr. Wueerer. Do you recall who the other party members were? 
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Mrs. Conen. Yes: a girl whom I mentioned before, Gladys Pettus. 
Gladvs Pettus Was H irold Pritchett’s St ( retary. Kate Telford. al- 
though she used the name Kate Bell, and she was in the office and I 
knew her to be a party member because she collected money. 

I have got Harold Pritchett down because she collected mone sy from 
him which went direct to the district. But Hat ld Pritchett was an 
other member who was not known as a party tbs te at L think his 
ony activity was contributing money. 

. Wueecer. Well, do you recall any of the officials of the union 
ait were member s of the Communist Pa Cy é oa it 1S, the ILWA. 

Mrs. Conen. I don’t know that I ever 

Mr. Wuerter. How about Mickey gg 

Mrs. Congen. Mickey Orton was a » president. 

Mr. Wueeirer. How about Charlie eae on? 

Mrs. Conen. Charlie Hanson? Yes, he was a member of th at union. 
His local was one of those from down in the Gra iys Harbor area, | 
think. 

I don’t recall ar \ other at this time. 

Mr. Ww HEELER. You have testified you were chairman of the King 
County membership committee. How long were you membership 
cha rman ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. Approximately 2 years 

Mr. Wuerter. Do you recall the members hip of the Communist 
Party in Seattle at that time? 

Mrs. Conen. When I became chairman, approximately 200; and 
during the 2 years I think it grew to abc ut 1.200. 

Mr. Wueeter. What 2 years was tl 

Mrs. Cowen. At a guess, from 1936 | to 1938 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, during the period of time that you served as 
chairman of the King County membership committee you would be 
in a position to meet many organizers and functionaries of the party ; 
is that right? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. Would you advise the committee of all of the Com- 
munist Party functionaries you became acquainted with and their 
position, if you can recall ? 

Mrs. Conrn. Morris Rapport was the district organizer. 

Mr. Wueeter. Was he also known as Morris R: appaport ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. And I believe that Rappaport was his correct 
name; that is, his legal name. Rapport was used to simplify and make 
it easier. 

Mr. Wuee ter. Will you continue, please ? 

Mrs. Conen. Louise Sass was district organizational secretary ; 
Harry Jackson, trade union functionary; Andy Remes, district edu- 
cational director: Bob Roberts, district literature director: Henry 
Hutf, Aberdeen section organizer and member of the district com 
mittee; Barbara Hartle, Spokane County organizer and member of 
the district committee; James Murphy, Portland section organize. 
and member of the district committee: Ph yl Gillette, secret: ivy to 
Morris Rapport, a woman; Al Bristol, King County section organizer ; 
Mary Sass, King County organizational secretary; Gretchen Hill, 
King County literature director; and Whitey Baxter, full-time water 
front organizer. 
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Mr. Wueeter. Are these the people you identify as functionaries 
within the party during that time ? 

Mrs. Conen. Full-time functionaries. 

Mr. Wueever. During this period of time did you meet other indi- 
viduals whom you can ide ntify as members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Conen. From nation: nal headquarters in New York I met Eliza- 
tet anen Flynn; Clarence Hathaway, editor of the Daily Worker; 
Ka | Brow er from the national committee; William Z. Foster from 
the 3 ational committee; Roy Hudson, national trade union director; 
Jack Stachel, a snails othe national commitee. 

And members of the district committee with whom I met when I 
was a member of the district committee were Harold Brockway from 

ie Workers’ Alliance; Carl Brooks, chairman of the Negro commis- 
sion; Hugh De Lacy, president of the Washington Commonwealth 
Federation and later a city councilman and national Congressman ; 
Eugene — ‘tt, a trade unionist; Bill Dobbins, building service em- 
se UNLO : Hi irold Eby from the English department at tine Uni- 
. ‘rsity of W: ashington; Ernie Fox, waterfront trade unionist; Bar- 
bara Hartle, whom I mentioned previously; Henry Huff from Aber- 
cet n., prey iously identifie d: J: umes Murp hy from Portland, previously 
identified; Glen Kinney from the machinists union; Bill Pennock, 
old-age pension unit who later became State le ois ator. 

Among the trade union people that I knew, the office workers were 
Irene Borwoski, Washington Commonwealth Federation office; Har- 
riet Dennett, wife of Eugene Dennett: Elsie Fox, wife of Ernie Fox; 
Kate Telford, who oe in the office of the International Wood- 
workers of America; and Jessie Harris. And I don’t think I know 
where she worked. 

Other trade unionists were Merwin Cole from the Building Service 
Employees Union; James Cour, a newspaperman; Jess Fletcher, 
Building Service Employees Union; Nat Honig, newspaperman; Elen 
McGrath, newspaper reporter; Mickey Orton, International Wood- 
workers of America: Walter Stack, one of the waterfront unions; 
Sam Telford, husband of Kate Telford, and one of the waterfront 
unions; and Burt Nelson, international longshoremen’s union. 

Others that I met as Communists were H. C. Armstrong, Washing- 
ton Commonwealth Federation; N. P. Atkinson, [American] League 
Against War and Fascism, and that gave him the WCF; John Brock- 
way from Bellingham, and active in the WCF, and brother of Harold 
Brockway; Celeste Brooks, wife of Carl Brooks; John Caughlan, at- 
torney; Dick Correll, an artist, and his wife, Alice Correll; Howard 
Costigan from the WCF; Baba Jeanne Sears, who later became the 
organizer for Pierce County; Margaret Haglund, | Americ an | League 
Against War and Fascism; Harvey Jackins, youth leader; Byrd Kelso 
from the Workers’ Alliance; Terry Pettus, newspaperman and editor 
of the New Dealer, and brother of Gladys Pettus; Lowell Wakefield, 
a newspaperman and editor of the Voice of Action; and Ben Golden, 
who worked in the book store. 

Mr. Wuerter. With regard to these people that have been men- 
tioned by you, you attended closed Communist Party meetings with 
all of them ? 

Mrs. Conmen. Yes; either county committee meetings, and some of 





them district committee meetings, or party conferences of one type 


or another. 
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Mr. Wueetrr. Were they meetings closed to Communist Party 
members ? 

Mrs. Couen. Most of them were. 

Mr. Wueeter. Could you elaborate somewhat on John Caughlan ? 

Mrs. Conen. John Caughlan was recognized as the attorney who 
handled the Communist Party business. I met him at various con- 
ferences with Morris Rapport. I am certain in my own mind that 
he is a member, and I think without doubt at one time or another he 
must have come to county conventions. 

Mr. Wueecer. Do you ever recall him appearing at the head- 
quarters of the Communist Party on Communist Party business ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. It was in connection, however, with a law case 
that the Communist Party was involved in, which he would come 
as a lawyer. I don’t think I can place him as coming on business not 
connected with a law practice. 

Mr. Wueeter. Can you place him at Communist Party meetings 
which were not connected with law practice ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes, I think a county committee meeting or a county 
convention. I am virtually certain that I can say he was there. But 
dates—— 

Mr. Wueecer. Can you recall at this time any individua: s who 
were organizers of various legislative sections in King C ounty 

Mrs. Couen. I couldn’t give you the numbers of the lewislative 
sections from this far away, but the people who I remember who were 
organizers at various times of legislative sections were Dick 
Correll—— 

Mr. Wueeter. Could you further identify him? 

Mrs. Conen. Dick Correll was the artist I mentioned before. John 
Daschbach, and I think he was in one of the legislative sections in 
northern Seattle—I can’t identify him further—Victor Hicks, from 
one of the central legislative districts in Seattle; Clayton Van Lyde- 
graf, who later became a full-time county functionary; Ruth Roark, 
in the university section; Bill Roark, her brother 

Mr. Wueeter. Were they students of the University of Washington ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. No, this was after university time. 

Mr. Wueeter. This university section is just a designated com- 
munity close to the university ? 

Mrs. Conen. That is correct. Otto Pahkala, from Rainier Valley 
section of Seattle; James Ellison, Pierce County section organizer; 
Max Olson, chairman of the YCL, the Young Communist League: 
James West, chairman of the YCL after Max Olson; Phil Frankfeld 
became the district organizer after Andy Remes, and just before I left 
Seattle; Cecil Jay, and I can’t remember which section; Claude Smith, 
who was a newspaper man and probably chairman of the sections 
which included groups organized, not on a legislative basis, but on an 
industrial basis: Rachmiel Forschmiedt and his wife, who were in the 
west Seattle section: John Laurie, chairman of the King (¢ ‘ounty com- 
mittee 

Mr. Wueeter. John Laurie, Jr. or-—— 

Mrs. Conen. Senior. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you know his son? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. Go on. 

Mrs. Conen. And Hazel Wolfe from the Workers’ Alliance. 
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Mr. Wueever. What other positions did you hold in the Communist 
Party, if any? 

Mrs. Counen. I was the section organizer in the west Seattle section. 

Mr. Wueeter. What did the west Seattle section encompass ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. About 4 or 5 groups in the legislative district in that 
part of Seattle. 

Mr. Wuerter. Was it the industrial part of Seattle or residential 

Mrs. Conen. Residential. 

Mr. Wueeter. And can you recall the individuals who were mem- 
bers of this particular section ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. Mabel Conrad, a housewife; Mabel Jenson, I heard 
that she later worked for the Old Age Pension; but when I knew her 
she was just a housewife. And Mr. and Mrs. Al Hester. 

Mr. Wueerter. Do you recall who any of the officials were ia this 
district ? 

Mrs. Congen. No, I’m afraid I can’t now. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you have any occasion to run for a public office 
In Seattie / 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. I ran for the city council in February of 1940. 
Although this was a nonpartisan election it was generally understood 
that I was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wuereter. Well, did the Communist Party request that you run 
for this office ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. And by what medium were you selected, do you 
recall ? 

Mrs. Conen. I was just asked by Morris Rapport. 

Mr. Wueeter. How did you do in the election ? 

Mrs. Conen. I didn’t make the finals. I think I ran about seventh 
in the field of 12 in the primaries. 

Mr. Wneeter. Now, when did you state that you left Seattle? 

Mrs. Cowen. In 1942. 

Mr. Wuerevter. What was your reaction to the Stalin-Hitler pact 
in 1939? 

I might ask you this question first: What was the official party 
position regarding the rise of Hitler prior to the pact ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. The party’s position toward Hitler was one of extreme 
opposition. He was considered a dictator of the worst Fascist kind. 

Mr. Wueever. As a member of the Communist Party, you were in 
accord with this program ? 

Mrs. Cowen. Yes. 

Mr. Wiireter. What was your reaction to the Stalin-Hitler pact 
in 1939? 

Mrs. Conen. The reaction which I shared was one of complete 
shock and disbelief until the official explanation came out, which was 
that the Soviet Union was simply sparring for time. 

Mr. Wueecer. This was acceptable to you? 

Mrs. Cowen. Not entirely. 

Mr. Wieeter. Did the Communist Party do anything during the 
pact to slow down the production of war materials being sent to Eng- 
land? I mean, what was their reaction to our—not active participa- 
tion—but certainly there was participation on behalf of our Govern- 
ment. Were they in accord with military training? 
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Mrs. Conen. No, I don’t think they were. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were they in accord with our assistance to Great 
Britain ? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wuerever. What was their position in regard to strikes? 

Mrs. Conren. They must have been against any aid that we could 
vive Britain, and the refore, in accord and oly ing approval to any slow 
down or—I wouldn’t say actual sabotage, although that may have 


occurred—any slowdown in the production of war materials in this 
country, or their delivery to Great Britain. 
Mr. Whreeter. What was their attitude toward Presid 


Roosevelt 2 

Mrs. Conen. As far as I know, they always supported him. 

Mr. Wureter. Do you know whom they supported in the 1940 
campaign ¢ 

Mrs. Conzen. They always—as far as I can remember, they always 
ran their own candidate. There were many individual members of 
the Communist Party who supported Roosevelt, but the position i 

gainst war that at that time they called him a war 
monger; and the slogans were that the Yanks were not coming; and 
there was a great determination to stay out of what they called an 
imperialist war. It was not our war, they said. 

Mr. Wueecer. In your opinion, why did the Communist Party 
take this position ? 

Mrs.. Comen. Probably because they were supporting the nonag 
gression pact of the Soviet Union and Germany, which was then in 
effect. 

Mr. Wueeter. In other words, they were completely subservient 
to the dictates of a foreign power. 

Mrs. Conen. That I agree with entirely. Any position which the 
Soviet Union took was immediately reflected in official directives given 
out by the national committee in this country, and carried down to 
all of the branches and to all of the members of the party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, what happened when Hitler invaded Russia ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. Immediately the party turned and became ardent sup 
porters of the fight against Germany. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall if they demanded a second front im 
mediately ? 

Mrs. Couen. They demanded it so much that it became one of the 
major slogans, and if actually carried out probably an embarrassment 
to the strategical conduct of the war. 

Mr. Wueerrer. Now, you have testified that you moved to souther 
California in 1942, I believe. 

Mrs. Conen. Right. 

Mr. Wueerer. Was this done with the knowledge and consent of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. They issued an official transfer from Seattle to 
Los Angeles. 

Mr. Wuere rer. Did you have to obtain the consent of the Commu 
nist Party for such a move? 

Mrs. Coven. Yes. 

Mr. Wueetrer. And how did you reestablish contact with the Com 
munist Party in the city of Los Angeles ? 


general Was so a 


{8069 54 pt 
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Mr. Conen. By reporting to the county office and the organizational 
secretary in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Wureter. And who was that? 

Mrs. Cowen. That was Max Silver. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you assigned to any particular group by Mr. 
Silver ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. Hesent me out toa medical group. 

Mr. Wueeter. How long were you a member of this medical group ? 

Mrs. Conen. About a year, I think. 

Mr. Wueeter. And do you recall who the members of the medical 
group were ¢ 

Mrs. Couen. The ones that I can remember now are Dr. Louise 
Light, Dr. Murray Abowitz, Dr. Leo Bigelman, Bea Goodlaw, the 

fe of Dr. Goodlaw, Dr. Edward Goodlaw, Dr. Simson Marcus, Dr. 
Hy Engelberg, Dr. Gordon Rosenblum, and his wife, Dr. Jacob 
Druckman, Dr. Sidney Druckman, and Dr. Jack Nedelman. 

Mr. W HEELER. All of these doctors practice in the city of Los 
Angeles? 

Mrs. Conen. As far as I know; yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. And you attended Communist Party meetings with 
them ? 

Mrs. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Wueecer. Did you hold any position in this group? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wuerrever. After you left his group, which would be approxi- 
mately the first quarter of 1943, what did you do then? 

Mrs. Conen. Then I joined the Wac 

Mr. Wueeter. Did you discuss your enlistment in the Wacs with 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. How long were you in the Wacs? 

Mrs. Conen. About 7 months 

Mr. Wiireter. And what type of discharge did you receive ? 

Mrs. Conen. Honorable discharge. 

Mr. Wueever. Was there any Communist activity in your behalf 
while you were a member of the Wacs ? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wreeter. Was there any evident to you in the Wacs? 

Mrs. Conen. No. 

Mr. Wueever. Did you reaffiliate with the Communist Party after 
your discharge ? 

Mrs. Conen. When I came back I was ap proached by Elizabeth 
Glenn, who was having trouble with a musicians’ group in Hollywood, 
and she isked me if I would help reor wanize it. 

Mr. Wueeter. This would be in the fall of 1943? Is that the ap- 
proximate date ? 

Mrs. Conen. Approximately: yes. 

Mr. Wuerrter. Was this the last group that you were in? 

Mrs. Conen. I think that when that group either disbanded or was 
sent to another section, I was sent to a neighborhod oToup, which I 
attended irregularly, and dropped out fairly quickly. I had really 
been disinterested in taking any part in Communist Party activity 
after I came back, and had taken the previous job only under urging. 
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Mr. WuHeetErR. How long were you associated with the musicians’ 
group of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. About 6 months, I think. 

Mr. Wueeer. Did you have any success in the reorganization of 
this group ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. Not much. They were pretty disorganized, a disor- 

ganized outfit, and weren’t really interested in functioning as a group. 

Mr. Wueevcer. And who were the members of this group, as you 
recall ? 

Mrs. Conen. I recall a few of them: Morris Browda, Sam Siegel. 
Cyril Towbin, and Herbert Offner. 

Mr. WHEELER. Were these musicians members of the Musicians’ 
Union ? 

Mrs. Conen. I believe they were. 

Mr. Wuereter. Now, I believe you said you were subsequently trans- 
ferred, or became a member of the neighborhood group. 

Mrs. Conen. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall the official designation of this group? 

Mrs. Conen. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Wneeter. Approximately how long were you a member? 

Mrs. Conen. I probably attended for about 6 months, irregularly, 
and dropped out « ‘ompletely. 

Mr. Wueetrr. Would you, approximately, place a date of your 
severance from the Communist Party in the fall of 1944—is that ap- 
proximately correct ? 

Mrs. Coven. That’s the latest that my recollection is, as to the latest 
time that I was going. Whether or not they kept my name into 1945, 
I don’t know. They often did that. But late 1944 or early 1945 is 
the best of my recollection when I dropped out—as a gradual process. 

Mr. Wueeter. How many members were in this neighborhood 
group ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. About 20. 

Mr. Wuerter. And do you recall the identity of any of them? 

Mrs. Conen. Bea Hammer is the one I remember best, because we 
held most of the meetings at her house. She was the wife of Al Ham 
mer. And those two were the only ones that I got really acquainted 
with, and the only ones whose names I remember. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall Al Hammer by another name? 

Mrs. Conen. I didn’t. 

Mr. Wueeter. What was his profession ? 

Mrs. Conen. Actor. 

Mr. Wuerter. You have testified that you attended these meetings 
irregularly of this last group which you remember of, for approxi 
mately 6 months. What caused your irregular attendance ¢ 

Mrs. Conen. I was very, very much fed up with everything that 
was going on, completely disillusioned with the Communist Party as 
I had thought it was when I joined. I was convinced that it was domi- 
nated, actually and ideologically, by the Soviet Union. I had bee - e 
very much antagonized by individuals and the w ay they behaved, 
the party line. I was never much of a theoretician or politici ian, ac 
tually. The idealism with which I went into it had rubbed off and 
I decided any reasons that I thought I had for joining were completely 
invalid. 
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At one time I had thought that the party was a legitimate political 
party for American people, and I knew then, and know now, that 
that is not true. 

Mr. Wueevcer. What do you base this conclusion on 4 

Mrs. Conen. The first reason, I suppose, is the complete switch 
that this party would make, ideologically, every time the Soviet Union 


would make a switch. It was like the tail of a dog being wagged by 

that’s an awfully mixed-up metaphor—as if this country was being 
wagged by the Soviet Union: and I wasn’t for that. It was probably 
immediately at that time influenced by the ousting of ners Browder, 
which was s mply one indication of the don in ation of he American 
party by the Soviet Union, because the theoretical line of | it, that this 


was an American party and that it would live side by side with the 
Soviet Union, was discarded. 

Mr. WHEELER. You have mentioned the Duclos letter. How did 
that change the oe ey of the Communist Party ! 

Mrs. Conen. Tl » Duclos letter. which originated with J: acques Du- 
clos in France, a Bie Communist, indicated that the Browder 
theory that communism and capitalism could live side by side was 
totally incorrect; that the Communist Party of the United States had 
been wrong all the time. Earl Browder, as its exponent, was fired; 
and the American party was supposed to go back to the first princi 
ples of revolution activity and the overthrow of capitalism and, 
therefore, became an immediate threat to the Government of the 
United States. 

This was so far removed from the concept of the democratic front 
which had been advanced by the Communist Party in 1935 although 
I now became convinced that this was an underlying aim of the party 
all alone, that the democratic front was the p yh: ase which it had as- 
sumed at that time to win support among the American people. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you have anything else that you would like to say 
for the record ? 

Mrs. Cowen. I would like to say that at the time that I was in the 
Army I was appointed an undercover security person. The job that 
I had was to report weekly any con \versations or activi ity which I 
might hear or — whie h were contr: ary to the interests of the 
United States, or interfere with the prosecution of the war. What they 
had in mind niabi have been talk within the Women’s Army Corps, or 
talk of civilians that we might hear; and we were to report all of those 
things. It could have been either Fascist or Communist, anything 
which would seem to be un-American must be reported. I was diligent 
in making my reports, without having anything specific to report. At 
that time, I think I was unaware of any Communist Party activity 
which was detrimental to the United States, but if I had known it I 
would have certainly re ported it. 

Mr. Wueexer. How do you explain your reassociation with the 
Communist Party after your discharge ¢ 

Mrs. Counen. When I came back I was extremely reluctant and un 
willing to do any work. When I left I felt that I was severing all 
connections. As far as I was concerned, I was out of the party. 

The pressure which was put on me was not of a political nature but 
was of an organizational nature, and I protested against it but they 
felt that I could, simply as a chairman of a difficult group, hold them 
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together for a short period of time, and I finally consented. I was 
unhappy in the job. I feel I was ansuccessful in doing anything about 
it, and wished to leave as soon as I could. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mrs. Cohen, on behalf of the members of the sub- 
committee, and the members of the committee, I would like to express 
our sincere thanks for you appearing here today and giving us the 
benefit of the knowledge you possess of the Communist Party. Your 
testimony here will be of great assistance to us in our forthcoming 
investigation of communism in the State of Washington. 

It is only by people like you who give information of this type to 
Congress that we are able to operate successfully in our obligation 
under the laws of the United States, and I wish to thank you. And 
good luck. 

Mrs. Conen. Thank you. 

( Whereupon the executive Session Was adjow ned subject to the ( all 
of the Chair.) 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—-Part 1 


FRIDAY, MAY 28, 1954 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Los A nge Le 8, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to call, at 
9:30 p.m., in room 1484, Statler Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Clyde 
Doyle presiding. 

Committee member present : Representative Clyde Doyle. 

Staff member present: William A. Wheeler, investigator. 

Mr. Doyix. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Wirpman. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LEONARD BASIL WILDMAN 


Mr. Doyir. May the record show this is a subcommittee of the 
House Un-American Activities Committee authorized under Public 
Law 601; the subcommittee consisting of Representative Jackson, 
member of the committee, of California, and Representative Doyle, a 
member of the committee. Mr. Jackson is temporarily absent from the 
committee, and committee member Doyle is presiding at this hearing 
at the request of Representative Jackson, the subcommittee chairman. 

Mr. WHeeter. State your full name. 

Mr. WitpMan. Leonard Basil Wildman. 

Mr. Wuerver. And where were you born? 

Mr. WitpMan. Minatare, Nebr. 

Mr. Wueeter. And would you relate your educational background ¢ 

Mr. Witpman. Grade school; 31% years of high school. 

Mr. Wuereter. And where did you attend high school ? 

Mr. Witpman. Billings, Mont.,and Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. Wueeter. What is your occupation / 

Mr. Wirpman. Iamaswitchman. 

Mr. Wueerer. And would you give us a brief résumé of your em- 
ployment background ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I worked for the—when I was a youngster, 
out of high school—National Youth Administration part time for a 
period of time, a year or so, I think. Then I worked one summer on a 
ranch. Then I went to work as a warehouseman and I worked as a 
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Varehnouseman Tol 1 number of vears before the war for various 


concel 1 rattle 
Mr. i HEELER. Well now, where did you live, say, from 1955 until 
vou moved to ¢ alifori 4 


Mr. Witpman. I lived in Spokane. For a short time I lived in 
Tacoma. 

Mr. Wueerer. Well, will you give us the dates as near as you can 
recall ? 

Mr. Winpman. I lived in Spokane until the early summer of 
I lived in Tacoma for about 3 months. And then after that I a. 

n Seattle. Oh yes, there was a time when I was back in New York, 
prior to going to Seattle. 

~ Mr. Wueerer. Have you ever been a member of the Young Com- 
munist League ? 

Mr. WitpMan. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. When did you join the Young Communist League? 

Mr. Witpman. To the best of my recollection it was in the early part 
of 1933. 

Mr. Wueeter. And in what <« - 

Mr. WILDMAN. Spokane, Was 

Mr. Wueeier. What was your at that time 

Mr. WitpMan. Sixteen. 

Mr. Wueeter. Were you a student in high school ? 

Mr. WitpMaAN. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeier. How long were youa member of the YCL? 

Mr. Winpman. I think I was a member until—I am not quite sure 
of the year—1941, or—about 1941, I think it was. 

Mr. Wuerier. During the period of time you were a member of the 
Clee ere you also a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. Part of the time. 

ae] . Wureirr. When did you first become affiliated with the Com- 
mi st Party ¢ 

Mr. Witpman. When I was 19. 

Mr. Wueeter. Approximately 1936? 

Mr. WitpMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Wneerer. When did you leave the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. In 1944. 

Mr. Wireerer. In what city? 

Ir. WitpMAN. Seattle. 

Mr. Wireeter. Since that time have you had any affiliation with the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wirpaan. No. 

Mr. Wreeter. Getting back to Spokane in the year 1933, would you 

dvise the committee under what circumstances you joined the Young 
Communist League? We would like the backeround of the events 
that led vou into the movement. 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I was—my family at that time, they were left- 
g@: I mean, they had beer lik beral minded, and things were kind of 
tough in those days and I t ea it that time we were on relief. And 
the family heard about—I think it was unemployment councils at that 
time, and it wasn’t too long before myself and my brothers were in; 
that is, either in the Communist Party or the Young Communist 
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Mr. WHEELER. Well now, was there an active movement in the high 
school of Young Communist League members, or were you an 
exception ? 

Mr. Witpman. No: there were a few. There was a very, very—it 
was a very, very small group from the Young Communist League, and 
almost all of them were high school kids. 

Mr. Wueeter. What were the main activities of the Young Com 
munist League from 1933 until 1936, when you actually joined the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, a lot of study groups. There was social activi 
ties. There was distribution of leaflets. And there was well, things 
of that order. It was a young group, as I said, mostly 16- or 17-year 
old kids. And we sponsored a few dances and a few fairs; and we had 
our study groups and our meetings. And that was—well, I don’t think 
there was too much else doing in this group. 

Mr. Wueetrer. What were the objectives of the Young Communist 
League during this period of time? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, looking back, why, I think their objectives 
were to teach young people to become Marxists, to become Communists 
to some day become members of the Communist Party and to accept 
the teachings of the—well, of Marx and of Lenin. and so on, and have 
their own national leaders of the Communist movement. 

Mr. Wueecer. Well now, what is the relationship between the 
Young Communist League and the Communist Party? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, they accepted the guidance and the directions 
of the Communist Party, and they cooperated on the m: uin campaigns 
at the time. If you asked me the campaigns, why—it’s a long time 
ago. Mainly relief and jobs of that kind. 

And in Spokane at that time there was quite a strong movement 
of the unemployed. The strongest portion of it was under the leader 
ship of the Socialist Party, and that was a very large organization ; 
and I think the Unemployed Councils, they also had quite a large 
membership. I remember some of the things that were done, such 
things as cutting off the lights of the unemployed, and then turning 
them back on. I think there was a period of several months when 
both unemployed groups cooperated and picketed the Washington 
Water & Power Co. for a period of, I think, it was several months, 
and night and day; and I remember that that year they sponsored a 
joint May Day r: sty, and there were quite a few fe llows in the M: ay 
Day parade. It had a lot of support. And if I remember rightly, 
why, quite a few of the AFL unions, and so on, joined in; as well as 
the unemployed and the Socialist Party and the Unemployed Coun- 
cils and so on. 

There were some court cases in connection with the prosecution of 
people caught turning on lights again. There were, oh, things of that 
kind going on during that period. And, well, for myself, I was a 
voungster with a lot of excitement and I felt that the thing was just 
I mean, people shouldn't be out of lights because they didn’t have the 
money. Well, it was a bad situation. You know. You went through 
it yourself. You know the circumstances in a lot of communities at 
that time. 

Mr. Wueecer. The poor economic difficulties of the country were 
responsible for your joining to a high degree ? 
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Mr. Witpman. I think the justice of the thing. I mean, I felt, 
well, personally I always have felt “Do unto your neighbor like you 
would have him do unto you”—I mean, be a good neighbor, that that 
is a pretty food yardstick of behavior. Of course, I didn’t think I 
was misdirected or was off on a tangent. I know it was now. But in 
a lot of cases well, there was a lot of human suffering and misery and, 
well, trying to do something about it, it all appealed to me. 

Mr. WuHeevter. Do you recall who the leaders of the Young Com- 
munist League were ¢ 

Mr. WitpMan. Well, looking back, I forget a lot of the names. I 
know that the FBI and the Immigration Department submitted a lot 
of names to me. Some of them I recognized after I saw them in front 
of me. But a lot of them, looking back I can only remember the first 
names, and the last names in a few cases. I am not completely definite 
in my mind if they are exactly right. It seems to me, a kid by the 
name of Sedlock. 

Mr. Wueeter. Would you spell it? We are interested more in the 
leaders rather than the high school students. 

Mr. WitoMan. He was very active. He wasn’t a student. He was 
a kid who had been on the bum, been riding the rods, and if I remem- 
ber rightly, why, he slept at the Hall, at the Unemployed Council’s 
headquarters and he was quite active. Either Sedlock or Sedgelock ; 
1 am not quite sure. I just have an impression in my mind, either 
S-e-d-g-e-l-o-c-k, or might be S-e-d-l-o-c-k, I am not quite sure. 

There was a girl by the name of Winnie. She was the financial 
secretary. Iam not sure of her last name. The fact is I don’t remem- 
ber it. And she has married since then, I am quite sure. 

There was a girl by the name of Salina. JI don’t remember her last 
name. And there was a couple of brothers that were fairly active in 
it; one was John, and I think Rodney was his last name. I am not 
quite sure of that, though. 

Then there was my brother. He was in it for a little while; my 
brother Harlow Wildman. 

Mr. Doyin. Was he older than you? 

Mr. Witoman. Yes, 3 years. Then there’s quite a few kids that— 
there was an Italian kid by the name of Frank. I don’t remember 
his last name. He is dead now, though. He got killed in a dynamite 
blast. 

There was a Douglas Haggin later on. He was very young. He 
wasn teven 16,though. Youn 

Oh, there was some other kids, but it is a long, long time ago. 

Mr. Wueeter. Now, in 1936 you became a member of the Com- 
munist Party, is that right ? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. Would you explain the transition from the YCL to 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I don’t know exactly who it was—was prob- 
ably, if I remember rightly, and I am not sure about this now, I think 
it was probably the Northwest organizer for the Communist League 
that asked me to join, and I think at that time it was Max Olson. I 
don’t think that was his right name, but that is the name he went by. 

Mr. Wueeter. After joining the Communist Party were you as- 
signed to any particular unit or branch of the club? 
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Mr. Witpman. Well, mainly my job was, I attended a few meet- 
ings at that time, but mainly my job, what I did was, I became or- 
ganizer of the Young Communist League in Spokane. 

Mr. Wueeter. How long were you organizer for the YCL? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, up until the time I left there in the middle 
of 1938 

Mr. Wuereter. Did you consider the movement a success ? 

Mr. Witpman. Not very. It was—I think our top membership 
probab ly was, oh, about 35. counting everybody. 

Mr. W HEELER. We ‘re these mostly stu dents i In high se hool ? 

Mr. Witpman. Mostly voung kids of my age or younger. 

Mr. Wurerer. Now, what appealed to these young people? What 
was your approach to get them to join the YCL? 

Mr. WitpMan. Most of them were members of families whose 
parents were on Unemployed Councils or in some cases whose parents 
were members of the Communist Party; and so in the main it was 
parental blessing and appeal. I think a lot of them—of course, I 
don’t know any of them now that are still in, that I know of—I think 
it was a good time, I mean dances, and there was a couple of years 
when we had a summer camp out on one of the lakes there, and we 
had weekend parties at the lakes and things of that kind. And we 
had a hall that we used. I remember that we took and sanded the 
thing and waxed it. We used to gO to the dances, sponsored by vari- 
US organizations around the ae : and then we would have our 
meetings and study groups and, well, I think the fact—I don’t know 
of any of them now that are in. It never made a very lasting impres- 
sion on any of them; I mean, the ideology didn’t re: ally capture their 
minds. There might be some that are still nfluenced, I don’t know. 
lt has been a long time since I sane been back, and ther ra’s been a lot 
of water under the bridge. But as far as I know, I just have the 
impression in my mind that none of them are in the Communist move- 
ment now, and I think that they straightened out and got a better 
viewpoint on life, and, well, th: ut’s—you gather my mentioning that— 
well, I am just trving to put it across what I mean, that as far as the 
objectives of the Communists were concerned, they weren't very suc- 
cessful in the long run. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who were the leaders of the Communist Party dur- 
ing that period of time, 1936 to 1938 ? 

Mr. Witpman. I have been thinking for a long time. There was a 
fellow, the first one that I knew of, think it was the first. was a fellow 
by the name of Ed Leavitt, L-e-a-v-1-t-t. Now, somewhere in the bac] K 
of my mind—this is a footnote on him—I think he was expelled later 
on. Lam not sure. 

Mr. Wueeter. What was his position ¢ 

Mr. WitpMaNn. He was section organizer. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall anyone else in an official position ? 

Mr. WitpMAN. Well, there was a young fellow by the name of Bud 
Cook. He was from an old-time Spokane family, I understood, and 
I think later on he was also expelled, later on for a short while. 

There was a fellow by the name of Van Orman who was the leader 
of the Communist Party in Spokane, but I think later on he also was 
expelled. 

Mr. Wueeter. J. H. Van Orman? 
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Mr. Witpman. I think that is his name, yes. I am not sure, but 
I have heard that he moved out to the west coast somewhere from 
Spokane in the early 1940’s. 

Mr. Wueexer. Do you recall Bud Cook’s position ? 

Mr. Wrtpman. I don't. He was active. He was their sponsored 

‘andidate for m: iyor at one time, and so on. 

Then, later on, I think it was about 1936 or 1937, they started to 
recruit people that were, well, were unemployed, that had, some of 
them I guess had semiprofessional backgrounds, and so on. There 
was Barbara Hartle and her husband John Hartle; James Haggin, 
who now works for Dave Beck in the Teamsters Union, I think, in 
Seattle. I think Beck knows of his record. 

Mr. Wueeter. For the record he is international representative of 
the teamsters at Portland. 

Mr. Witpman. There was a whole number of them that came in 
during that time. The Communist Party in Spokane never did be- 
come too large; I guess maybe 80 to 100 members. 

Mr. Doyix. How old a man was this man Hagen, that is now with 
the teamsters, at the time you knew him? 

Mr. WitpMan. He must have been in his early thirty’s. 

Mr. Dorie. At that time? 

Mr. Wirpman. He impressed me as being old. At 16 years old, 
why, anyone over 25 or 30 is much older. But looking bac ‘ky why, I 
think that he was quite a bit—well, must have been about 30, 35, some- 
where in there. He couldn’t have been much older. That is just a 
guess. He had, I think—well, he had three adopted children by his 
wife. She had 3 children when they married, and they had 1. The 
son was 2 or 3 years old. 

Mr. Wuee ter. In our investigation in the Northwest, Mr. Doyle, 
it was determined that the following people were members of the 
Communist Party in Spokane. 

(Addressing witness). Now, I would like to ask you if you have 
knowledge of these people: Stan Ivers, I-v-e-r-s? 

Mr. WiipMman. No, that doesn’t strike a responsive chord. 

Mr. Wueeter. Roy Lampitt, L-a-m-p-i-t-t 

Mr. Witpman. No, not a Lampitt. 

Mr. Wueeter. John Clark? 

Mr. WitpMan. That strikes a responsive chord. I dimly remember 
a name like that—Clark. 

Mr. Wueeter. Herman Schultz? 

Mr. Witpmayn. No. 

Mr. Wueever. Mabel Wheeler? 

Mr. WitpMan. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. Will you further describe Maybelle Wheeler ? 

Mr. Wintpman. Well, I think her husband and she were active either 
in the Workers’ Alliance or Unemployed Councils for a time; but I 
think that there was—after a time, why, they got disgusted and had a 
falling out with the leadership and they quit. That’s their daughter, 
incidentally, I think, it was her daughter, she was a member of the 
Young Communist League for a while, but she was interested in a good 
time, and that was about it. 
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Mr. Dorie. You mentioned John Clark and you said you dimly re- 
member. Dimly remember what? Was he a member of the Com- 
munist Party or the YCL? 

Mr. Witpman. No, I don’t know. I place the name. I don’t visual- 
ize any connection with the face, but the name is familiar; and, well, I 
couldn’t swear to it but the impression I have in association with the 
name was that he was a member. 

Mr. Dorie. Of what? 

Mr. Winpman. The Communist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. At the time you were? 

Mr. Witpman. At the time I was. 

Mr. Wueeter. Grace Dahlke, D-a-h-l-k-e? 

Mr. WitpMan. I associate her—I think that she was a widow, I am 
not sure—but I think that she was active in the unemployed move- 
ment. There has been so darn much water under the bridge, you 
know, but I would say, at the very least, she was sympathetic, if not 
actually a member. That’s been, you know, it’s about 17, 18, 19 years 
ago. 

Mr. Wueeter. Harold Eddings? 

Mr. Witpman. No. I knew another Eddings. Is it O. K.—— 

Mr. Wuerever. If you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Witpman. Ralph Eddings, but it wasn’t in Spokane. 

Mr. Wueeter. Where was he? 

Mr. Witpman. Tacoma. 

Mr. Wueever. Earl Carpenter? 

Mr. WitpMaANn. Yes. 

Mr. Wureter. How do you associate him with the Communist 
P art) : 

Mr. Winrpman. Well, he wasacommercial artist. I think he worked 
for several stores there in Spokane as a decorator, you know, as a store 
decorator, and so on. And I think that he used to do a lot of art work 
and poster work and so on for the unemployed movement, and also, I 
guess, for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wueeter. Emma Carpenter? 

Mr. Wiitpman. Yes, his wife. She wasn’t ever very active—her 
health. I think she had a bad heart. 

Mr. Wueeter. Vernon Riley? 

Mr. WitpMAn. No. 

Mr. Wueever. Lawrence Breman. B-r-e-m-a-n ? 

Mr. Witpman. No. 

Mr. Wueecer. Jan Meyer? 

Mr. WirpMANn. No. 

Mr. Wueevrr. Carolyn Haggin ? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. I already mentioned her name. 

Mr. Wueecer. Art Furnish, F-u-r-n-i-s-h ? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes, I have been trying to remember his name all 
week. He was at one time, I think, either the chairman—I think he 
was chairman of the Unemployed Council or Workers’ Alliance in 
Spokane. 

Mr. Dorie. And a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Never a very active member. I mean. he was a 
well, I think he was interested in bread and butter, and I don’t think 
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the Communist ideology made a very deep impression on him. 

Mr. Doyie. I notice you seem to associate several of these people 
with the Unemployed Council and with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wixtpman. Actually, most of them were unemployed at that 
time. 

Mr. Dorie. Was the Communist Party membership in control of 
the I nemployed Council ? 

Mr. Witpman. I think a lot of them were leaders of the Unem- 
ployed Council. I think they pretty well determined and directed the 
Oley. 

Mr. WHEELER. Harry Crumbaker ¢ 

Mr. Witpman. That strikes—I think I remember him as a—yes, 
I do, I remember him as a member of the Communist Party. And 
his sister—I forget her first name—was a member of the Young Com- 
munist League for a while. 

Mr. Wueever. Red Perry ? 

Mr. Witpman. Red Perry? Yes; also a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Wreetrr. Do you recall his occupation 

Mr. Witpman. Gosh, I don’t. Red Perry; a lumber worker—I 
don’t know. I think at the time I knew him he was, I don’t know 
whether he went out and worked in the woods when he could geta job, 
or what. But I have the impression that he was a single man, middle- 
aged man, red hair, ruddy complexion, fairly heavyset. 

Mr. Wueeter. Al Jones? 

Mr. Witpman. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. Joe Simmons? 

Mr. WitpMaANn. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. C. P. Johnson ? 

Mr. WILpMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Wueever. Would you further identify Mr. Johnson? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I think he was a lumberjack most of the time; 
worked in the woods, or as a construction worker. He was quite a tall 
man; I suppose pretty close to 200 pounds. I think that he was prob- 
ably at that time middle aged already. I would say that I think his 
hair was turning definite ly gray. 

Mr. Wueecer. Joe Burner ’ 

Mr. WitpMaAn. Joe Burner? That was the Bernard or something I 
think I mentioned earlier. I have been trying to think of that name 
because I turned it over to the FBI. I thought it was Bernard, but it 
is Burner. I wasn’t certain of it. But Joe Burner. I think—gosh, I 
was thinking it was George Burner. 

Mr. Wueerer. Did you know him as a Communist ? 

Mr. WILpMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. Joe Winburn ? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. He was a member for quite a while, but he 
was kicked out. He was a man, oh, in his fifties at that time. As I 
learned later, just a rumor on my part, he had been a rumrunner from 
Canada, deputy sheriff from Montana—had quite a colorful career; 
quite a hardboiled customer. 

Mr. Wueeter. Elizabeth Schneider ? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. An elderly spinster, I think, that owned some 
property in Spokane. I think she owned a small apartment house. 
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I don’t know. Looking back, I think she was a member. She wasn’t 
active, but she ws is sympathetic , 1 know. 

Mr. Wueecter. Ed Lehman ? 

Mr. Witpman. There was a Lehman. I don’t know his first name. 
He was a member of the Communist Party in Spokane. But he signed 
up to go overseas and fight against Franco, but he changed his mind 


and he wrote a series of articles for the Hearst newspapers, I think, in 
Boston. 


Mr. Wueeter. Ruth Van Orman? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. She’s the wife of J. H. Van Orman. 

Mr. Wueever. Ernest Wallace? 

Mr. Witpman. Wallace? I am not certain about that. No, I 
couldn’t be definite about it. 

Mr. Wueeter. Mr. Doyle, this concludes my interrogation regard- 
ing the Spokane area. Do you have any questions you might ask ? 

Mr. Doyie. You mentioned three men who had been expelled, you 
thought. Do you recall the names of those three men ? 

Mr. Witpman. Haggin. 

Mr. Dortr. Why was he expelled ? 

Mr. Wirpman. I don’t know too much of the background of it. I 
think - 

Mr. Dorie. Was that during your time of membership ? 

Mr. Wiitpman. I wasn’t in Spokane at the time. I think it was 
from accounts that I have seen since, and from some of the material 
that they asked me to check over, the Immigration Department or 
FBI. Ithink it was in 1939, or somewhere around in there. 

Mr. Dorie. Did the older Communist Party send in older people 
in those meetings in any way to teach and instruct ? 

Mr. Witpman. Generally not. On weekend parties or something 
like that someone would go along to chaperon or something like that; 
or perhaps an older one would come in to speak on some subject. But, 
generally, my impression was that it was a gathering of young people. 

Mr. Doyte. I think that is all. 

Mr. Wueecer. Were you transferred to Tacoma ? 

Mr. WiipMan. I think it was the Young Communist League with, 
I think, the O. K. of the Communists. 

Mr. Wueetrer. Did you move to Tacoma because you desired to or 
were requested by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I desired to, and I was requested to. 

Mr, Doytr. By the party ? 

Mr. WitpMan. Yes. 

Mr. Wuerter. You stated you lived in Tacoma approximately 3 
months during 1938. 

Mr. WitpMaNn. Yes. 

Mr. Wuertrer. Now, did you hold any official position with the 
Communist Party during this 3-month period in Tacoma ? 

Mr. Wiipman. I think I was a member of the county executive 
board; and I was an organizer—the organizer for the Young Com- 
munist League there. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall the other members of the county 
executive board in Tacoma during that time? 

Mr. Witpman. I can remember some of them. There was a feliow 
by the name of Ellison. 
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Mr. Wureter. Do you recall his first name! 

Mr. Witpman. No, let’ssee. I don’t. 

Mr. Wueeter. Does Victor Ellison 

Mr. Wimp iN. That’s it, Vic Ellison, as he was called. 

There was Ralph Eddings. I think it is E-d-d-i-n-g-s. And a 
fellow by the name of Green. 

Mr. Wueeter. John Greenman / 

Mr. Winpman. John Greenman? That sounds like it. Yes, I am 
pretty sure of it. 

Mr. Dorie. Are you sure enough to, under oath, identify him posi- 
tively ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, if I could see the man, yes, I could either say 
“Yes” or “No” under oath. I think he was—he was called Johnnie, 
and I am quite positive his last name was Greenman. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall anyone else on the county executive 
board ? 

Mr. Witpman. Oh, let’s see. I think Naomi Ellison, Victor Ell- 
son’s wife, was. And I have got pictures in my mind of some others 
but I forget their names. 

Mr. Wuereter. Well now, who else did you meet in Tacoma as a 
Communist other than the people you have previously identified as 
members of the county executive board ? 

Mr. Witpman. My brother Harlow was there at that time. Then 
there was, I think, a Jack Mansfield going to college there. He organ- 
ized the college branch of the Young Communist League. 

Mr. Wueeter. What college was that, Mr. Wildman? 

Mr. Wizpman. Oh, it’s a small college there. 

Mr. Doyter. In Tacoma ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Jack Mansfield, incidentally, the last I heard they 
committed him to an asylum or sanitarium. He went off his rocker. 
He was quite brilliant. I think that he almost got a Rhodes scholar- 
ship, but I think it was his personality features that entered into it. 
There was another young fellow there that was recruited and did get a 
scholarship at some university in Europe. I have a recollection. 1 
don’t remember his name. I don’t think he st: ayed in long afterward 
because I never heard of him. It was a 3-year scholarship at the Uni- 
versity of Budapest or some such place. 

Mr. Wueetrer. You don’t recall the organization that sponsored 
him ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Well, from that small college, if I remember rightly, 
there was a young fellow who got a Rhodes scholarship, and then a 
scholarship, I am pretty sure, for the University of Budapest, 3- year 
scholarship. I was _. — for a short time and I only met a few. 

Mr. Wueecrr. Did the fact that these students were Communists 

have any bearing on the fact that they received these schol: arships ? 

Mr. Witpman. Definitely not. At that time Bud: 5 age this is pre- 
war, and I don’t think that—I don’t think that the branch of the 
Young Communist League there was organized, started to organize 
when I was there, when I first came, and they were highly successful. 

Mr. Doyie. Was that Puget Sound College? 

Mr. Winpman. That’s it, the ¢ Yollege of Puget Sound. 

Mr. Dorie. There was such at Tacoma, I remember hearing years 


ago. 
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\ir. Wintpm nN. We l, 1 think that this group tha they nada there, 
they managed to recruit most of the leaders of the campus into the 
Young Communist League 

Mr. Doyitr. What year was that? 

Mr. WitpMAn. 1938 

Mr. Wueeter. Anyone else you now can recall as being a member 
of the Communist Party in Tacoma? 

Mr. Witpman. Naomi Ellison’ sister. But she is married, and J 


don’t know her name. We developed, in a very short time there, quite 
a good | iembe rship in the calléna branch, if I remember right, 20 to 
30 members: and most of them were. well. you know, so-called big 


shots on the Campus, 

Mr. Wueeter. How about the faculty? 

Mr. Witpman. No, none that I know of. I am pretty sure that none 
of the faculty were in. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you yourself participate in any of the recruiting of 
any of these people ¢ 

Mr. WitpmMaAn. Not of the college kids. Oh, I met with a few of 
them from time to time, but they were pretty well apart. 

Mr. Dorie. Who was the recruiter ? 

Mr. Witpman. Jack Mansfield. 

Mr. Doytr. Jack Mansfield ? 

Mr. Witpman. There was a lot of those kids, I would run across 
them on the street and I would walk up and say, “Hello.” 

Mr. Dorie. Did you say where this Jack Mansfield was now? 

Mr. Witpman. The last I heard, in 1942 or 1944, he went off his 
rocker and was committed to a State institution, State hospital. 

Mr. Dorie. Up north there ? 

Mr. Wirpman. I think, oh, to one of the asylums there, State 
asylums. 

Mr. Wueeter. Is there any further information concerning Tacoma 
that you could give ¢ 

Mr. Wirpman. Well, there is a lot of—I don’t have those lists of 
names that were shown to me. I identified quite a few from that. 
But, well, they slipped my mind again. 

Mr. Wueever. Did you know Milford Sutherland ? 

Mr. WitpMan. No. 

Mr. Wureter. Robert Decker ? 

Mr. Witpman. The name is very, very familiar, but I am not sure 
about it. 

Mr. Wreeter. John Collins? 

Mr. WintpMan. John Collins? No. 

Mr. Wueever. Clara Saari, S-a-a-r-i ? 

Mr. WitpmMan. No. 

M Wueever. Now. I understand from your testimony that after 
this 3-month pel riod in Tacoma that you moved to Seattle. 

Mr. Witpman. I went back to the National Training School. 

Mr. Dorie. What National Training School ? 

Mr. Witpman. Conducted by the Communist Party 

Mr. Dorie. Where? 

Mr. Witpman. At Lake Unity. N. Y. 

Mr. Wirerrer. That is up on the Hudson ‘ ; 

Mr. Wipmay. It is up in the Catskills—or is it? Right near Ver- 
mont, up near Vermont there, the place where they make hats. 
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Mr. Doyrtz. And I assume that on all your evenings and all your 
Sundays and time off was donated to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. Most of them. I was quite active in the 1940 Rus- 
sian campaign. I think that was the first year—1940—that I dis- 
tributed—I don’t think in that year they had their own candidate. 
They supported, in the main, the Democratic candidates, and I dis- 
tributed an awful lot of literature for the Democratic campaigns in 
that time; in 1940 some and in 1942 more. And in 1944, the early 
a art of the campaign in King County, I handled, from the Democratic 

arty Headquarters, I handled practically all the literature going 
to the precinct committee, and from the various candidates, campaign 
offices, to the precinct committee. There was a time in the early part 
of 1944 that I donated my time, except expenses, to registration of 
voters during the campaign, and things of that kind. 

Mr. Wueexer. Will you explain your activities and official posi- 
tion with the YCL in Seattle from 1939 to 1941 ? 

Mr. Wizpman. Well, I don’t know how many members they had 
there then. They had a small South Seattle branch, Madison Street 
branch, and a branch at the university, in the university district, 
Green Lake branch; and, I think, the Downtown branch; and the 
Ballard branch, 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, now, who were the other leading people in the 
YCL? 

Mr. Witpman. There was Jim West. He was the Northwest chair- 
man, I think, at that time. I don’t know whether he was a member of 
the national committee or not. I don’t believe so. 

There was a young fellow by the name of Harvey—not Jackson. 

Mr. Wueeter. J-a-c-k-i-n-s? 

Mr. WitpmMAn. Jackins, I think it was; J-a-u-l-k-i-n-s, or something 
like that. 

Mr. WuHeeter. J-a-c-k-i-n-s is the correct spelling. 

Mr. Witpman. And there was Marg Baxter. She was in my own 
branch of the Young Communist League. 

There was a young fellow by the name of—he was fairly active— 
Vince Spillman, I think it was. There was Mary—a French girl, 
French nurse, Mary Guilmet. And there’s a lot of other names I 
would recognize—I can picture the people but I can’t pin the name on 
them. 

Mr. Wueetrr. What strength did the YCL have at the University 
of Washington ? 

Mr. Dorie. This was between 1939 and 1941. 

Mr. Witpman. Probably around 15 or 20 members. 

Mr. Dorie. Upper classmen or lower classmen ? 

Mr. Witpman. All kinds; freshmen, just kids going to the 
university. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who was the organizer for the university branch? 
Do you recall ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Harvey Jackins was. And then there was some 
girl, oh, lateron. I can’t remember her name. 

Mr. Wueeter. How about the faculty at the University of Wash- 
ington during that period of time ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I heard 

Mr. Wueeter. We would like to have it not secondhand. I 
mean 
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Mr. Wirpman. Well, there was one that I know, that I have been 
told anyway, that was a member, and that was a fellow—— 

Mr. Dorie. Now wait just a minute. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Dorie. On the record. Continue. 

Mr. Witpman. Most of my work was—well, I was working on the 
job; warehouseman. I was active in my union. And then I had this 
one, I was the chairman of this downtown branch of the Young Com- 
munist League. 

Mr. Wureter. Who were the members of the downtown branch? 

Mr. Wiitpman. This Marg Baxter was one. And I couldn’t remem- 
ber any other names now. I remember the people, some of them— 
a few. I would recognize their names if I saw them. I would 
recognize their photograph if I saw them. 

Mr. Wuee.rer. You were a member of the county committee at 
this time ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Not of the county committee of the Communist 
Party;no. I don’t think so, anyway. 

Mr. Wureter. Well, you were a member of the Northwest execu- 
tive committee of the party ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Of the Young Communist League; yes. 

Mr. Wureter. I see. Who were the other members of the North- 
west executive committee of the YCL? 

Mr. Wiripman. Jim West, Jean West, Harvey Jackins. I think 
Mary Guilmet for a while. I think Mary Guilmet got married and 
started having a family and dropped out of the activity. There were, 
oh, 2 or 3 from Oregon. All three of them from Oregon were college 
students, and Keith was his first name, one of them, but he was only 
there for a while. And the girl he married, Ellen, I think her name 
was: and then there wasone more. But gosh, I don’t—— 

Mr. Wueeter. They were students at what college ? 

Mr. Wiitpman. I think at Reed. And if not all of them at Reed, 
I have the impression that one of them went to the University of 
Oregon at Eugene. 

Mr. Wueecter. Well, in 1941 you left as organizer for the YCL? 

Mr. WitpMan. Yes. 

Mr. Wureter. Was that at the request of the Communist Party, 
or did vou so desire ? 

Mr. Witpman. I desired. 

Mr. Wueetrr. You desired to get off of it ? 

Mr. WitpMan., Yes. 

Mr. Wueeter. And then you became a member of the warehouse- 
men’s branch of local 9? 

Mr. Witpmay, I think it is local 9; anyhow, the warehousemen’s 
branch of the Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union. 

Mr. Wuereter. For how long were you a member of this branch? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, until it was broken up and they established 
the neighborhood branches 

Mr. Wuerter. Could you give us an estimate of the Be riod of time? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I think about that time, probably a little less 
than a year. 

Mr. Wueeter. Now, who were the other members of the warehouse- 
men’s branch ? 
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Mr. Witpman. A fellow by the name of Johnnie Stevens and a 
fellow by the name of Lawrence. And there was Johnnie Stevens’ 
wife. Incidentally, she quit soon afterward, about 1940. When she 
split up with her husband she dropped out completely. 

There was a fellow by the name of Happy. 

Mr. Wuerter. How do you spell that / 

Mr. Witpman. Everyone called him Happy, H-a-p-p-y. 

There was a fellow by the name of Al. He’d been very active, oh, 
about in 1939 in the Communist Party there. But I don’t remember 
his last name. He had been a full-timer. There were about 2 or 3 
more. 

Mr. Wueeter. How many were in this union ? 

Mr. Witpman. It was a small one. I suppose the top membership 
there was, oh, from 8 to 10. 

Mr. Wueeter. Was it the membership of the industrial section or 
the waterfront section ? 

Mr. Witpman. I don’t think they had a waterfront section when I 
was there; just the members of the county organization, King County 
organiz: ition. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well now, as organizer - this branch, did you have 
occasion to meet with organizers of other branches in the waterfront, 
such as the longshoremen’s branch ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, they had some members in the longshoremen, 
not too many, because most of the leadership there in the longshore- 
men, were, they went along with Bridges and his program. Most of 
them were not symp: athetic to the Communists. 

Mr. Wueeter. Do you recall any of the longshoremen who were 

Mr. WupMan. There was Burt Nelson. There was a fellow by x 
1ame of Hicks, I think. There weren’t too many of them. They h: ad 
some that supported them, but they weren’t members. They had the 
Richardson brothers, Tom Richardson and—but they weren’t mem- 
bers at that time that I know of. 

Mr. Doyte. Can you explain your answer a little bit ago when you 
said, “Well, they went along with Bridges and his program and most 
of them were not sympathetic to the Communists”? What did you 
mean by that? 

Mr. Witpman. Most of the officers and members of the executive 
board otf the longshoremen in Seattle were, most of them. good Demo- 
crats or good Republicans, and you had men, like Brown, good trade- 
unionists but weren’t Communists by any stretch of the imagination, 
or weren’t sympathetic. I know I went to one convention in San 
Francisco of the longshoremen, and I think Burt Nelson and I were 
the only Communists in the whole delegation. There were 8 or 10 from 
the longshoremen. 

Mr. Doyte. What did you mean when you said they went along 
with Bridges? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, they supported his policies, union policies. 
I don’t think they agreed with him politically, though. And some 
of them opposed him down the line. I know that during that con- 
vention—it’s a long time ago, but I seem to recall that there was some 
disagreement on the floor against some of the policies that Harry 
Bridges had recomme nded, and some of the boys there from Se: ittle 
spoke up against the position of Bridges on it. The actual member- 
ship of the Communists in those two unions, their two lo als, tl ere 
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weren't very many, not too many. I know that the list the FBI asked 
me to comment on, the overall majority of the list were not members, 
and never had been, as far as I knew, members, unless they were mem- 
bers after 1944. There are some that were. But again, why, Bridges’ 
support in that union was never based on the actual membership of 
the C ommun ists in that union; not in Seattle, anyway. 

Well, he had a way of putting it over. 

Mr. Wueeter. Who were the members of the King County com- 
mittee of which you were a member ? 

Mr. Wirpman. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes. And the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. WitpMan. Well, for a while there was a fellow by the name of 
Andy Remes, I think it is. There was Barbara Hartle. And there 
was Johnny Daschbach. There was, not exactly the King County com- 
mittee, Henry Huff. There was Jessie—I forget her last name. There 
was John—well, I forget his last name; John and Elsie Hall, I think it 
is. There was Burt Nelson. Gosh, at one time it was quite a large 
committee and I know I would recognize the names, but I just can't 

‘ecall them now. Those were the leading ones. 

Mr. Wureter. Who were the members of the State committee, to 
your recollection ? 

Mr. WitpMan. Well, most of them were the county chairmen, and 
the addition of Henry Huff. He was the State chairman in Wash- 
ington. There was Ralph Hall. I think. There was Barbara Hartle, 
Andy Remes, Victor Ellison, and an Irishman from Portland. Mur- 
phy was his name; Jim —e shy, I think it is. I am not quite sure 
of the Jim. Then I think Van Orman was—aot during that time; no. 
That was before. And then there was my wife at that time, Muriel 
Wildman. Oh, there were some more. There was one from Belling- 
ham—Harold. I forget his last name now. His first name is Harold. 

Mr. Wueeter. Well, I understand your position with the Com- 
munist Party in Seattle was branch chairman of the 33d Legislative 
District. 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. 

Mr. Wurrter. Would you go into detail and give the committee 
the information on the 33d Legislative District? 

Mr. Doyte. What year was that ? 

Mr. Wueetrr. 1944. 

Mr. Witpman. Well, it was a rather large branch. I suppose the 
top membership would have been between 75 and 100; maybe more. 
I am not quite sure of those figures, but it was quite a large branch. 

There was Eugene Dennett and his wife Harriet. 

Mr. Wueerer. Did Eugene Dennett hold an official position ? 

Mr. Witpman. At one time he was educational director for a short 
time. But he went into the service early in—I forget exactly when he 
did go in. Maybe I am getting my figures mixed up here because 
most of the impression I have in my mind is that he was in the service 
during this period, but that his wife was financial secretary and dues 
secretary for the branch. 

And then there was Betty Smith. She was a member of the branch 
executive committee. And then there was her husband Claude Smith. 
There were some colored fellows. They were members, active mem- 
bers for a while. 
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Gosh, I don’t know. There was Andy. That was the first name of 
one of them. Well, there was an awfully large membership. But 
that’s—my stumbling block is that I can picture the people and I 
would recognize their picture immediately, but I don’t remember their 
names. 

Mr. Wuerter. As the investigation progresses in the Northwest I 
think we will be able to help you on this. You will cooperate at any 
further time? 

Mr. WitpMan. Definitely. There are a lot of these people, you 
know, that, well, you can recall their faces and what they look like ‘but 
you can’t—anyway, after 10 or 12 years I can’t associate the name 
with them. 

Mr. Wueeter. For what reasons did you leave the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. WitpmMan. Well, there was a whole number of things. One 
thing was that I was physically getting awfully tired of all this con- 
stant activity, and so on, all of this constant strain. 

Also there was, well, during 1944, and during the time I was in the 
Army, I got a glimpse and I began to think about a different life for 
myself, and all this constant thing; well, all this constant strain and 
stress and so on. 

Well, I began to realize what I was denying myself with all this 
activity that I was carrying on. 

Mr. Wueeter. What were you denying yourself ? 

Mr. Witpman. Denying myself the right to a family, a decent home. 
In the jobs I worked in I made pretty good money, but I poured it 
down the drain, soto speak. I hadn’t, outside of some war bonds, why, 
I hadn’t saved anything. 

Mr. Dorie. What did you do with your money ? 

Mr. Dore. I donated it. 

Mr. Doytr. Who to? 

Mr. WitpMan. To the Communist Party. I was always reaching in 
my pocket and I was always taking time off from my work to do this 
and that. And well, I was beginning to get a little bit sick and tired 
of it. And, well, being away from them for a while like I was I began 
to see what was right under my nose all the time, that all this malarkey 
that they preached, and I fell for, about following the Russian ex- 
ample and you would have a better America was, well, right now I’d 
go out and earn a living and enjoy it, and that is what they preached, 
and I began to add that up; and looking back, I personally have always 
been a staunch union man. I believed in them. I have believed in 
them since I was that high. [Indicating.] My dad was a contractor 
at one time. His background wasn’t such that it would make him a 
good union man, been a farmer and contractor, and so on, and he be- 
lieved in unions and I was brought up to believe in them, too. 

And it began to register in me that all this unnecessary strife that 
I was going through all the time in the union wasn’t doing me any 
good, wasn’t doing the workingman any good; and this blind alley, 
the Communist America—well, I began to “add up a few of the things 
and I began to realize, finally, too late probably in a lot of cases, the fact 
that right here in America there was an opportunity for a full, rich life 
without this thing. I mean, a man can go out and make a decent liv- 
ing. He can work ina decent job. And well, I felt like Don Quixote 
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must have felt if he ever stopped to meditate on it. I was chasing 
windmills all this time. And it’s proved out with me since I have quit. 

I have had my problems, but, well, I told Mr. Wheeler here there 
were a thousand little things. I whet hadn’t given too much 
thought to the whole basic philosophy be hind it. I know that morally 
and physically and mentally I felt relieved that I was finished, and I 
felt happy that I was able to havea family. I have two little girls now 
and a very loyal wife. I told ‘Si my background. She is a devout 
Catholic and my little girls, she raises them as Catholics; and well, my 
experience has been that the eanacaiien oon of the people like the 
various fathers that I have met, I have taken instructions from them, 
and the people like that, the ordinary everyday citizen, they have no 
ax to grind, and your neighbor, and so on, is, well, far different and 
tot lly oppos sed to the, well, so-called concern that they express, in 
their philosophy, for the workingman. 

Well, I just—the way I feel now and the way it was, and it was an 
easy thing for me; practically all my growing- up period, the formative 
period, my thoughts and so on, and I es been active, and it wasn’t 
complete and definite, actually, until I decided to come out in Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. Doyie. What year was that ? 

Mr. Wirpman. After I got—see, I hadn’t definitely made up my 
mind. In 1944 I went into the service—the first part of 1945—and I 
served overseas In the South Pacific in the Army almost 2 years. 

Mr. Doyir. Did you send in a written resignation ? 

Mr. Wixpman. No. I just never went back. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you notify them that you weren’t coming back? 

Mr. Wiipman. No. 

Mr. Wueeter. Did they solicit you to come back? 

Mr. Wirpman. I was discharged in Seattle and I saw a few of them. 
I was still on terminal leave. They were always very careful about 
that. I mean, the subject never came up about it. I hs ad known some 
of these people. They had been my friends. 

Mr. Wuee.er. But you worked right along with Burt Nelson. 
Didn’t he even ask you to come back? 

Mr. Witpman. I don’t think I saw Burt Nelson but maybe once or 
twice after that. 

Mr. Wueerer. Didn’t any of their leaders ask you? 

Mr. Witpman. Before my terminal leave was up I came down to 
California and I dropped i in to see Barbara Hartle and say hello to 
her, because she done me a lot of favors in the past. And that was in 
1947. I probably had a cup of coffee with her, and then I was gone. 

Mr. Wueexrer. That was in Seattle? 

Mr. Wirpman. Yes. Outside of that, why, well, 1944 marks the 
last of my Communist activities, the last of my membership. 

Mr. Doytr. I was interested in your saying something about follow- 
ing the Russian example and you would have a better America. Do 
you remember saying something like that? What do you mean by 
that? Where did you get that phrase ? 

Mr. WixtpMAn. Well, I meant in the context that is what they were 
preaching. 

Mr. Doytz. The Communist Party ? 

Mr. WirrpmaAn. Yes. 
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Mr. Dore. Did they preach it in the Young Communist League? 

Mr. Witpman. Definitely. 

Mr. Doytx. Did you preach it when you were a leader ? 

Mr. Wizpman. I probably did. 

Mr. Dorie. Follow what example? The example of revolution? 

Mr. Witpman. I think that was in context, yes, sir—of course. 

Mr. Dorie. The same kind of revolution, one of force and violence, 
over there? 

Mr. WitpMan. Well, Mr. Doyle, you know, there has been a lot said, 
and I am convinced that the “y are right, about this force and violence. 
But you know, during all the time that I was in, personally, I never 
heard any of them but say they were opposed to force and violence. 
They will deny it to this day. 

Mr. Dorie. What do you mean that you are convinced they are 
right ? 

Mr. Witpman. At that time probably I was; but not now. 

Mr. Doytxr. Well, I know, but you were convinced of what then ? 

Mr. Witpman. That socialism would lead to a better America. I 
was sold on the program. 

Mr. Doyte. Sure, I understand that. But you have said now that— 
I am referring to the subject of force and violence, and as I under- 
stand it you said probably they are right but while you were in you 
never heard them advocate that. Is that what you mean ? 

Mr. Witpman. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Doyix. What did you mean by saying that probably they are 
right ? 

Mr. WitpMan. I mean the stand of your committee, sir, about their 
advocacy and the Attorney General’s office, and so on. The logical 
conclusion could but lead to force and violence; that every place where 
they have come to power has been over the necks of the opposition. 
But I swallowed it, their line, that any violence was forced upon them, 
you know. Of course, I studied a little bit. I read a great deal, not 
only the Communist material, but also everything I can get my hands 
on. 

Mr. Doyrtr. Surely, I realize that. 

Mr. Wiipman. And it seemed logical to me at that time. 

Mr. Dorr. Let me see if I understand it. You are telling me, in 
substance, that they were teaching, when you were in, that those who 
opposed them might sometime have to be wiped out by force and 
violence but it was force and violence that was being forced upon them, 
not that they were forcing upon other people ? 

Mr. Wiipman. Well, my understanding at the time, during this 
whole period, they used the example of Hitler. You know, the Com- 
munist definition of fascism, if I remember rightly, was the, well, 
the dictatorship of the big money boys; and by constitutional—by 
the use of the very instruments of the Constitution—this was their 
explanation and I accepted it at the time—that they would abolish 
and subvert that constitutionality. I mean, Hitler came to power more 
or less easily. He became chancellor of Germany. But there wasn’t 
any illegality, actually. I suppose there are lawyers that could argue 
both sides, but the majority used this, and his intimidation to sub- 
vert the very thing, as chancellor, he was supposed to uphold. Well, 
that was their reasoning on violence. They would point out that. 
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I remember, in pointing it out, that a violence against Hitler, for 
example, would be the violence that they would stand for. Well, only 
a fool, actually, would go out and say, well, walk up to a man and 
say, “I feel force and violence in my heart against you,” because it 
wouldn’t accomplish anything; just put you in a position where you 
can go down and swear out a warrant and say, “He’s threatening me.’ 
And sometimes in looking back I think that sometimes a mistake is 
made in regard to some of these people. There’s a lot of these people 
that I have met, and they are sharpies; I mean, they have got a 
twisted mentality but it isa sharp mentality. 

Mr. Doyrte. I wrote down here, the reason I was able to quote your 
language was that I wrote it down and you said your teaching followed 
the Russians and you would have a better America. 

Mr. Witpman. Sir, I meant that in the context—that is what they 
preached. 

Mr. Doytr. What was the Russian example that you referred to? 

Mr. Wiupman. Russian revolution, definitely. 

Mr. Doyir. Now, were you considered by yourself as a member of 
the hard core of the Russian Party 4 

Mr. WitpmMan. No. 

Mr. Doy.e. I mean of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wizpman. Well, my family—I am the 12th generation in this 
country. Both my grandparents fought in the Union Army. I have 

alw: iys taken a great geal of pride in my family history ; and it’s been 
) American history. 

‘7 have always been quite proud of the fact that I more or less am 
a. result of the melting pot because I have French ancestry, Norwegian, 
and Irish, and I have got English, French, and Dutch and German. 

Mr. Doyxe. Quite a melting pot. 

Mr. Witpman. My mother was Irishand French. My grandfather, 
the maternal grandfather was a doctor in the Union forces during the 
War Between the States, and he later became an attorney. And he 
was the attorney for the Union Pacific Railroad for a great many 
years, until he retired in Nebraska, 

My other grandfather fought under Custer during the Civil War 
as a sharpshooter and scout. And I know those facts. I was taught 
about them and I have been proud of my family’s history. I am not 
proud, sir, about my Communist activity. But I can be sincere with 
you and say that my intentions were good. I wasn’t cheap and shoddy 
about them. I have never felt that I had done anything underhanded. 
Certainly, it is nothing to be proud of. I am ashamed of it, in fact. 

Mr. Dorie. What impelled you to go to the FBI, for instance? 

Mr. WitpMan. Well, the FBI came to me, sir. 

Mr. Doyie. What impelled you to cooperate with the FBI and this 
committee, say? Why did you feel that was appropriate 4 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I think, first of all, for the good of America 
that the sooner the workings are exposed the better. 

Mr. Dorie. Workings of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes. I told you that I was not proud of my Com- 
munist membership in the past. Iam not. At the same time, why, I 
felt that the least I could do was make some restitution. I am sincere 
about it. I don’t feel like an informer because my convictions on this 
subject go deeper than that, because I have been reading about these 
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people who say, “Well, I am not going to be an informer. I am not 
going to tell you who Joe was or who he is or anything.” There is a lot 
of that. 7 

Of course, I am just telling you something that you know far better 
than I do. 

Mr. Doyix. But aren’t you what the Communists so often say before 
a committee, aren't you a “stool pigeon” ¢ 

Mr. Witpman. I don’t think so, sir. During the time that I was 
a member I never made any particular secret of the fact of my feelings 
or convictions. I can remember in high school debate class I would 
come right out and say that I believed in communism. Certainly, I 
never made any secret of the fact of my afliliation at the time. And 
by the same token I am not ashamed now of the fact that I have 
changed my convictions on a lot of things and my outlook on life, my 
philosophy on a lot of things, things that are right under a person’s 
nose that he accepts without thinking about them. And when you 
start contrasting it with the way those people in the Philippines and 
Japan live, the poverty they have, well, it begins to make you wonder 
how foolish a person can actually be. 

I mean, it is awfully easy for Americans to accept the precedent of 
their living standards because the ‘y have never known anything else. 
There have been tough times; I know in my family there have been 
times when food was scarce. But I never starved. 

Mr. Doyir. Have you any suggestion as to the function of this 
House Un-American Activities Committee, any suggestion as to how 
we might be more helpful or useful in our official capacity? Do you 
feel we are doing a job that is necessary to be done? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Dorir. Why is it so necessary ? 

Mr. Witpman. Well, I think that for one thing, for the sake of a lot 
of these people that just got into the habit of being Communists. There 
area lot of them. I mean, they haven’t really followed through. With 
a little heat, for their own salvation, actually, I would make those 
people start thinking twice and reevaluating their position, what they 
have got to lose. And they do. I know that personally right now I 
think of what I could lose. Ihave a good job. Ienjoyitimmensely. I 
have a wife and two little girls. Well, the thought of : any harm coming 
to them or anything like that, why—well, I don’t think that—at least 

lot of these people -_there are some of these dedicated hard cores that 
will never change, but I think that a lot of these so-called rank and file 
members, if they were given an opportunity to review their position 
“+ what they have got to lose and what they actually have, that, well— 

I’d just parallel this with the Don Quixotes, chasing windmills, and I 
don’t know whether most of those people have stopped to think what 
they have to lose. 

Mr. Dory. Well, then, you feel the committee is doing a valuable 
and necessary function ? 

Mr. Witpman. I do. 

Mr. Doytr. Do you have anything further, Mr. Wheeler? 

Mr. Wuee ter. I have one question. When did you enter the United 
States Army ? 

Mr. Wiipman. I entered it, I think, it was January 8, 1945. 

Mr. Wueetrr. And when were you discharged ? 
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Mr. Wiipman. I went on terminal leave the first part of October, 
and I don’t know how much terminal leave—it was in November that 
my discharge was final. 

Mr. Wueexer. 1946? 

Mr. WitpMan. 1946. 

Mr. Wueeter. Honorable discharge? 

Mr. Witpman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyie. Let me thank you on behalf of the committee, Mr. 
Wildman, for your cooperation. 

Mr. Wirpman. Any time that I can cooperate further—there are a 
lot of things that I am hazy on. And you know, looking back and 
thinking about these things, you know, the Communists are taught not 
to remember, not to pry their nose into affairs that are not any of their 
business. It is true. And there is a lot of these names and people and 
events that took place, well, if I would see the names I could tell you. 
There were a lot of these people that were in and I think they have 
made a definite departure, and there are a lot of them that just went 
under cover. Of course, it is hard to tell. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you very much for your help. And good luck to 
you. 

Mr. Witpman. Thank you. 

(Whereupon the executive session was adjourned, subject to the 
call of the Chair.) 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 1 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 1954 


UnitTEep States Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
VW ashington, D. GC, 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ! 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 10:30 a. m., in room 225, Old House Office 
Building, the Honorable Kit Clardy (acting chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Kit Clardy (acting 
chairman) and Gordon H. Scherer. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Thomas W. 
Beale, Sr., chief clerk; Courtney E. Owens, acting chief investigator; 
Raphael I. Nixon, director of research; Earl Fuoss, investigator; 
and Dolores Anderson, reporter. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Let the record show that the Honorable Harold H. 
Velde, chairman of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
has appointed a subcommittee for the purposes of this hearing, con- 
sisting of the Honorable Francis E. Walter, Hon. Gordon H. Scherer, 
and myself, Kit Clardy, as acting chairman. 

Let the record also show that two members, the Honorable Gordon 
H. Scherer and Kit Clardy, acting chairman, are present at this hear- 
ing. 

Will the witness stand and be sworn, please? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Moore. I do. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Boupin. My name is Leonard Boudin, of 25 Broad Street, 
New York 5. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I believe you have appeared before this committee 
before now, so you are familiar with our rules of procedure, I am sure, 

Mr. Bouprn. I recognize the chairman to be Representative Clardy. 
Could I have the name of the other gentleman, please? 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Bouprn. Thank you. I am somewhat familiar with them, yes. 
It is some time since I appeared before the committee, however. 

Mr. Kunzic. This is a subcommittee of three members here this 
morning, of which two, a quorum, are present with Mr. Clardy as 
chairman. 





1 Released by the committee. 
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Mr. Boupin. Yes. I see Mr. Clardy and Mr. Scherer. 
Mr. CLarpy. You may proceed, Mr. Counsel, if you are ready. 
Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please? 


TESTIMONY OF STANLEY WILLIAMS MOORE, ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS COUNSEL, LEONARD BOUDIN 


Mr. Moore. Stanley Williams Moore. 
Mr. Kunzic. And your present address is 
Mr. Moore. 41 Bethune Street, New York 14. 

I would like to ask, as a favor, a statement as to the subject being 
investigated by this committee. 

Mr. Curarpy. The general subject is the power to investigate, 
being duly conferred on us by the statutes of the Congress of the 
United States. 

Would you proceed, Mr Counsel — 

Mr. Moore. I would like a general statement as to the subject 
being investigated here this morning. 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). To state the general purpose of the 
hearing, although that isn’t required. 

Mr. Kunzie. The committee has stated, in its rules of procedure 
adopted July 15, 1953, that 


9) 


The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, is 
all rized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, character, 
and obiect f n-American propaganda activities in the United States, (2) the 
liffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propaganda 
that instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks the 
principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 

3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislatior 


It is in this field of subversive and un-American activities that you 
have been called before this committee today in order to question 
you regarding what knowledge you may have on certain specific items 
in this field. 

Mr. Moore. May I request a statement of the specific subjects 
upon which you are questioning me today? 

Mr. Ctarpy. That is as specific as the committee can be. We will 
ask you in considerable detail this morning as to your knowledge of 
this subject. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Moore, will you give a brief résumé of your 
educational background? I believe you were born in Oakland on 
July 24, 1914; is that correct? 

Mr. Moore. It is 


Mr. Ku 


HIG. Go ahead, piease. 

Mr. Moors. I was educated in the lower public schools and high 
school in California, then went to the University of California, where 
I took my A. B. degree in 1935. I then spent a year at Harvard 
University in graduate school, from 1935 to 1936. Then I returned 
to the University of California, where I spent 4 more years—graduate 
work—taking my Ph. D. degree, in the summer of 1940, or it may be 
that the Ph. D. degree is 1941. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Where was the university located? 

Mr. Moore. At Berkeley. Excuse me. 


Mr. CLarpy. I wanted to be sure. 
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Mr. Moore. In those days there were the 2, the U. C. L. A. and 
the University of California. My Ph. D. degree was taken in 1940. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee, if you would please, 
your employment background. A résumé of your employment. 

Mr. Moore. During the years I spent at the University of Cali- 
fornia—at least three of them—I was employed by them as teaching 
assistant in philosophy. After receiving my Ph. D. I was employed 
as an instructor and tutor in philosophy, at Harvard University. 

Mr. Kunzia. Was that from 1940 to 1942? 

Mr. Moore. From 1940 to 1942; yes. That would be academic years, 
incidentally, and they start in the summer. You have probably had 
experience with that. 

In the summer of 1942 I went to the United States Air Force for 
the Army and spent the next 4 years there. Would you like details 
on that? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes, we would. 

Mr. Kunzia. Go ahead, please. 

Mr. Moorge. I entered as an enlisted man in June of 1942, and 
after basic training, attended a school for Link trainers—Link trainer 
operators. I then taught in a school for Link trainer operators for a 
few months and went to Officer’s Candidate School at Miami Beach, 
Fla. Then went to Harvard Business School at Cambridge. | 
graduated from Officer’s Candidate School, and taught there for a 
while, specializing in statistical controls. After a few months service 
in the Officer’s Candidate School I went overseas to the United 
Kingdom, where I served in the 8th Air Force Headquarters. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Meaning England, when you say United Kingdom? 

Mr. Moore. That is what they called 1 

Mr. Crarpy. I know they did, but we scbersebiiaitien like to be a 
little more specific, and we call it England. 

Mr. Moors. That is right. I spent the next 3 years in Europe, 
serving mainly in the 8th Air ‘ney Headquarters, which became 
known later on as the 8th Strate Air Force of Europe. I left the 
Army with the rank of major in the middle of 1946. 

My next employment was as a part-time lec ture r in philosophy at 
the a of California, in Berkeley, and this wu in the latter 
part of 1946. 

My next employment was at Reed College, in Portland, Oreg., 
and lasted from 1948—the academic year, which commenced in the 
summer of 1948—-until the spring of 1953. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you spell the name of this coll ge? 

Mr. Moore. R-e-e-d College 

Mr. Criarpy. Reed, yes. I didn’t quite catch the name or | 
wouldn’t have asked you to spell it. 

Mr. Moors. Iam sorry. Iam now on leave of absence from Reed 
College. 

Mr. Kunzie. What sort of leave of absence is that? 

Mr. Moore. It means I am on leave and am to go back there, but 
I am not being paid a salary at the present time. Whether I go back 
there depends on my wishes at the time, rather than the fact of their 
calling me back. 

Mr. Kunzia. May I ask what your present employment is then? 

Mr. Moore. I am taking a year off to do research in writing. 

Mr. Ciarpy. A sort of sabbatical leave? 
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Mr. Moore. Excuse me, sir. A sabbatical leave involves pay and 
my leave of absence is not with pay. 

Mr. Crarpy. I understand. You didn’t catch the two words 
‘sort of.”’ 

Mr. Kunzic. So you are on leave for a year, writing and so forth, 
but without pay. 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Mr. Criarpy. In what field? 

Mr. Moore. Philosophy. 

Mr. Kuwzie. Will you go back to Reed College after your leave of 
absence, if you desire to? ; 

Mr. Moore. According to the present situation, the option is mine, 
I am not under contract now, but I have, for what it is worth these 
days, ‘‘tenure,”’ which means the obligation is on the part of the college 
to employ me. The burden of proof, in other words, is on their side, 
not mine. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are sort of in the position of a Government 
employee who resigns, and who has civil service status and can go back 
if he desires to do so. 

Mr. Moore. I am not familiar with the Government or civil service 
regulations. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Moore, did you ever know a Charles David 
Blodgett? 

Mr. Moore. Could you spell the name, sir? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, B-l-o-d-g-e-t-t. 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon two grounds. 
First, I feel it invades my right to freedom of speech and association 
under the first amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I want to interrupt you at that point to tell you that 
this committee has taken the position that the first amendment is 
not recognized by it as a solid ground for refusal to answer. 

Mr. Moore. | have not finished my answer, but if I might inter- 
ject parenthetically—my lawyer has confirmed to me that the question 
of the first amendment is now under consideration by the Supreme 
Court. In case they do decide in favor of using the first amendment, 
I would like to have it in there. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You are correct. The Emspak case now being heard 
before the Supreme Court involves the use of the first amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. While we do not agree with its usage, you can do so 
if you wish. I just wanted to let you know the feeling of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Moore. Secondly, that under the fifth amendment I cannot 
be compelled to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. In a criminal proceeding, if you want to quote it 
accurately. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are raising the first and the fifth amendments 
then, as your refusal to answer? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. You have the right to do so even though 
we do not think you have the legal right. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. Charles D. Blodgett, Mr. Chairman, has testified in 
executive session before this committee in March of 1954 that he 
knew you back in California, and—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. You don’t mean me, you mean the witness. 


‘ 


= 
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Mr. Kunzia. Of course, pardon me. 

I should say that he knew the witness, Mr. Moore, in California. 
He also testified that he, Mr. Blodgett, was a member of the Com- 
munist Party and was employed as a staff writer of the Daily People’s 
World in the Oakland, Calif., office. He wentontosay, “Inmy capacity 
as an employee of the Daily People’s World, I was required to attend 
meetings of the Political Affairs Committee of the Communist Party 
of Alameda County, as an observer. These meetings were closed 
Communist Party meetings. 

He said, and testified under oath, Mr. Moore, that you attended 
some of those meetings with respect to the years of 1946 and 1947. 

Did you ever attend any meetings of the political affairs committee 
of the Communist Party in Alameda County? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question for the reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. It will be sufficient to say ‘‘on the grounds previously 
advanced” and we will understand that you are referring to the 
specific grounds under the Constitution which you have mentioned, 
the first and fifth amendments, even though we do not agree with you. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then the witness, Mr. Blodgett, further testified that 
he recalled specifically meeting you, Mr. Moore, and a conversation 
took place in the Alameda County C1O Building on Grand, G-r-a-n-d, 
Avenue, Oakland, Calif., just prior to a meeting of the Political 
Affairs Committee of the Communist Party which was being held at 
that building, and he said you complimented him on a story which 
he had written, appearing in the Daily People’s World relating to the 
ownership and control of the Oakland Tribune by Mr. Joseph R. 
Knowland, father of United States Senator William F. Knowland, 
of California. You suggested that you could provide Mr. Blodgett 
with some additional information about Mr. Knowland that you 
thought should well be included in the feature story which appeared in 
the Daily People’s World regarding Mr. Knowland’s connections ‘n 
Spain. 

Did you ever have such a conversation with Mr. Blodgett? 

Mr. Moors. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you familiar with, or do you know the location 
of the building described in the preceding question? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. The Chair directs that you answer the question. 
I don’t regard the invocation of the first or fifth amendment as being 
applicable to that kind of question. The question has to do only 
with whether or not you know the location and are familiar with the 
building that has been described in the question asked by Mr. Kunzig. 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moors. I wonder if I could have read to me from the record 
the question of Mr. Kunzig before the question of the chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. My question had to do, Witness, only with whether 
you are familiar with the location of the building, or whether you 
know the location of the building. There was nothing at al] in my 
question dealing with this meeting, the meeting with Mr. Blodgett. 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 
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Mr. Scurerer. May I suggest that we ask him a question in this 
way? By merely stating—‘‘Do you know this particular address?” 

Mr. Cuarpy. I am rephrasing my question so there will be no 
question in your mind. Witness, do you know, in Oakland, Calif., a 
building known as the Alameda County CIO Building, located on 
Grand Avenue? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
omer, stated. 

Mr. CLtarpy. Now I direct that you answer that question because 
I do not think the invocation of the two amendments is at all proper. 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. CLarpy. You can answer the question I have submitted to 
you, sir, or decline, as you wish. My question has nothing to do now 
with anything that has been asked by Mr. Kunzig. I am asking 
about the building. 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you acquainted with the fact that there is a street 
in Oakland by the name of Grand? 

Mr. Moore. Yes. The name of it is Grand Avenue, not Grand 
Street. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you familiar with the fact that the CIO owns 
the building located on that street or avenue? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. CLarpy. You are directed to answer. 

Mr. Moors. Must I answer again? I decline to answer the ques- 
tion upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you ever attend a meeting of any kind at the 
CIO Building located on Grand Avenue in Oakland, Calif.? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
pre\ iously stated. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was it you left the bay area and went to Reed 
Collece? 

Mr. Moors. It was in the autumn or late summer of 1948. 

Mr. Kunzia. I want the record to show that the testimony shows 
that Mr. Moore had left the bay area at that time and he had taken 


up the position as teacher at Reed College. That was the testimony 
of Mr. Blodgett. 
Now let me ask you this specific question, Mr. Moore. Have you 
ever been a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 


previously stated 

Mr. CLarpy. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you ever been a member of any organization 
known as a Communist front? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated 

Mr. Ci ARD} As a teacher of philosophy, are you familiar with the 
general public interpretation of the phrase I used ‘Communist front?” 
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(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moorr. Uh—I don’t know of one particular general interpre- 
tation of this phrase. 

Mr. Criarpy. Do you have any understanding at all of what the 
term generally is intended to mean? 

Mr. Moors. I have heard of organizations called Communist-front 
organizations. 

Mr. Cuarpy. By that you mean, as I do, organizations that are 
furthering the positions or intentions of the Communist Party, 
whether actually being a part of the Communist Party itself? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. Sir, my answer was, “I had heard of organizations 
called that.’”’ My inference is that the people who called them that 
understood the term in the sense you gave. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. Now, have you ever attended any 
meetings of any Communist-front organizations anywhere or at any 
time? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. CLarpy. Have you ever solicited members in a Communist- 
front —s or in the Communist Party itself? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzra. Mr. Chairman, I have in my hands a copy of the 
Daily People’s World, dated Friday, August 29, 1947. On page 4 
thereof there appears—and I assume it is an advertisement—under 
the heading “Philosophy Psychology, a day-long seminar this Sunday, 
August 31, on the foundations of philosophy,” and so forth and so on. 
It lists Stanley Moore as instructor, along with several others. This 
is an ad for the California Labor School, 240 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco—a group that has been cited by the United States Attorney 
General. 

Did you act as an instructor for this school? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you ever had any knowledge about the existence 
of such a school? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
prev iously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever present yourself at any time at the 
address given in this ad, that is, 240 Golden Gate, San Francisco? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. I think the record should also show, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Daily People’s World has been c rite das “The official organ of 
the Communist Party on the west coast,’’ by the “Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, Re ‘port of March 29, 1944, p. 95.” It is 
also cited in the ‘‘Report, Jan. 3, 1941, p. 10.” 

The Daily People’s World of Friday, February 6, 1948, page 5 
thereof, in a story about 

George Hitchcock, of the California Labor School staff, and Stanley Moore, 
former instructor at Harvard will lead the discussion on Marxism and Philosophy 


in the second of six forum sessions commemorating 100 years of scientific socialism, 
Friday, at 8:30 p. m., at the California Labor School, 240 Golden Gate Ave 
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Mr. Ciarpy. May I interrupt you, Counsel? Is a George Hitch- 
cock mentioned in this article and also in the ad in the 1947 paper? 
Ts that correct? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. That is correct. 

Did you teach or give this course at the second of these six 
forum sessions, as described in the Daily People’s World of Friday, 
February 6, 1948? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Was this report an incorrect report? 

Mr. Moors. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you familiar with the fact that there was such 
a forum, or speaking series of lectures at the address given? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously given 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, to move ahead a little—the Tuesday, August 
9, 1949, edition of the Daily People’s World—during the time, ‘Mr. 
Moore, you were at Reed College—has an article on page 5 whic h was 
presented by the California Labor School of 240 Golden Gate Avenue, 
and which reads in the first paragraph: 

San Francisco.—A week of special events in the fields of philosophy and 
psychology will be presented by the California Labor School, 240 Golden Gate 


Avenue, in its third annual philosophy conference commencing Friday evening, 
August 12. 


It lists, printed in the third paragraph— 


Dr. Stanley Moore, philosophy department, Reed College, will speak on Two 
Concepts of Political Freedom in Modern Philosophy. 

Mr. Criarpy. And the chairman of the evening was George Hitch- 
cock, mentioned in the prior articles? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes, sir. George Hitchcock. 
Did you speak at this Friday evening meeting, as listed in the Daily 
People’s World, of Tuesday, August 9, 1949, on page 5? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. CLarpy. Were you acquainted with George Hitchcock who 
was mentioned in these articles? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Do you know where George Hitchcock is at present? 

Mr. Moorg. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. In that article there was also listed a Charles R. 
Garry, attorney, Angela Ward, and Philip Carter. 

Did you know Charles R. Garry? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Now will you answer the question? 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Charles R. Garry? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunziac. Did you know Angela Ward? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Philip Carter? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 
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Mr. Crarpy. Do you know whether any of those three persons were 
members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, while you were teaching at Reed College, how 
many times did you go down to teach at the California Labor School? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. While you were at Reed College, and teaching there, 
did you meet with any Communist-front organization, such as the 
one already mentioned? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meeting 
in Portland, Oreg.? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. CLarpy. Now, let us see: You have been away from Reed 
College during the present academic year, is that right? 

Mr. Moore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Up until the beginning of this academic year you 
were teaching there? 

Mr. Moore. For 5 years. 

Mr. Crarpy. During any of the time since 1949 and up until the 
beginning of the present academic year, did you take part in any 
forum discussions or schools of the kind described in the articles that 
have been read to you? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Since the beginning of this academic year, have you 
taken part in any such se hools, forums, or discussions anyw here? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you attended any Communist Party meetings 
in the city where you now reside? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you attended any meeting of any Communist- 
front organization, either the one that was described in the articles, or 
of any other description? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Kunztc. Have you ever been questioned by Reed College 
authorities along the lines you have been questioned this morning? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you ever informed the authorities at Reed 
College of the fact that you did lecture or address these forums that 
have been discussed in the previous questions? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. Have you ever been questioned by any college group 
or government group along the lines you have been questioned this 
morning? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 
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Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated 

Mr. CLarpy. Now, at any time subsequent to June 1, 1948, have 
you attended any meetings of any kind at 216 Market Street in San 
Francisco, Calif.? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. CLarpy. At any time since June 1, 1948, have you attended 
any meetings of any kind at 240 Golden Gate Avenue? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I believe that is an Oakland address, is it not? 

Mr. Moore. If my memory serves me, in Mr. Kunzig’s questioning 
this address appeared, but I am not sure. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am asking you if you know whether 240 Golden 
Gate Avenue is in San Francisco or in Oakland? 

Mr. Moore. It seems to me it is a San Francisco address. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. It has a dateline of San Francisco. At any rate, in 
either of the towns have you ever attended a meeting at the address 
given, since June 1, 1948? 

Mr. Moore. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Citarpy. Were you ever made aware of the fact that the 
Attorney General of the United States had cited an organization known 
as the California Labor School as a subversive group? 

Mr. Moore. I refuse to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. CLtarpy. I direct you to answer that question. It merely 
asks you to answer something that is public or common knowledge, 
and I do not regard the use of the first and fifth amendment as appli- 
cable in this particular instance. 

Mr. Moore. I refuse to answer the question upon the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Were you ever made aware of the fact that the 
Daily People’s World has been cited also? 

Mr. Moore. I refuse to answer the question upon thegrounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever make any investigation to discover if 
either the Daily People’s World or the California Labor School were 
subversive organizations? 

Mr. Moors. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Cuarpy. If you should discover for the first time, in the 
progress of this hearing, that the California Labor School was and is 
a Communist-front organization, and has been so cited, would you 
in the future attend or give lectures such as have been described in 
the articles we have read to you? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the questions on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show that 
of the three newspaper items we discussed previously, the one dated 
Tuesday, August 9, 1949, which describes Mr. Stanley Moore as 
teaching in the California Labor School was a date which is later 
than the citation of the California Labor School. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, I had that in mind during my questioning. 

Mr. Kunzia. 1] know you did, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever work in any way in defense work while 
vou were a teacher? 

At this pomt Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin 

Mr. Moorr. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever done any confidential work or secret 
work of any kind? 

Mr. Moors. Excuse me. If I might amend that answer—it is 
trivial but while I was at Harvard I was a part of the block system of 
air raid defense. 

Mr. Crarpy. We are speaking about engaging in secret work for 
the Government or defense. 

Mr. Moore. I knew you were but I wanted to make my answer 
clear upon a technical point. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did vou in any way since the war do any sort of con- 
fidential work for the Government? 

Mr. Moore. No. 

Mr. CLarpy. Since you are now on leave, when and if you seek to 
return to the position you held in the past at Reed College, is it your 
intention to inform them of the facts that have been developed in this 
proceeding, concerning your lectures in the [California] Labor School 
and such things as we have discussed? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moore. Mr. Chairman, I cannot answer that question in the 
affirmative because I do not feel that facts have been developed but 
one of the reasons I asked for a transcript of this proceeding is that I 
might be able to give it to the people at Reed College. 

Mr. Ctarpy. That will be printed in due course if the committee 
authorizes it to be done. I take it, then you will inform the college of 
the facts given in the copy of the printed release, when and if it is 
released? 

Mr. Moors. Sir, I would like to phrase that differently. 

Mr. Criarpy. I will phrase the question. You phrase the answer. 

Mr. Moore. Since it contains the phrase “inform them of the facts 
that have been developed’’—for the reasons given before 1 do intend 
to give them a copy of the transcript. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you advise them that you have been at some 
time or other a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Will you advise them that you have lectured before a 
group found by the Attorney General to be subversive? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you intend to represent to them that you are not 
now and never have been at any time a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. CLarpy. Have you ever engaged in any activities that could 
possibly incriminate you in any way? 

(At this point Mr. Moore conferred with Mr. Boudin.) 

Mr. Moors. I will have to ask for a clarification of that question. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. I do not think it needs it. A man knows whether 
he has been engaged in any activities of an incriminating nature. 
I am endeavoring to discover whether you have invoked “the fifth 
amendment in good faith. If you have not engaged in such 
actions 

Mr. Moore. That is precisely the point, 

Mr. CLrarpy. My question is a very alan one and I will restate it. 
Have you ever engaged in any criminal activities in any way what- 
soever? 

Mr. Moore. If I may clarify my answer— 

Mr. Ctarpy. You may if you wish. 

Mr. Moore. The taking of the fifth amendment, which as I under- 
stand it is the privilege not to be compelled to be a witness against 
one’s self in a criminal proceeding. To take the fifth amendment is 
not an admission that if the question were answered truthfully one 
woula be admitting guilt of a crime—only an admission that to 
answer the question might be used in a criminal investigation against 
one. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Your interpretation is entirely unfounded but you 
have the privilege of giving it. My question is very clear. 

Have you ever engaged in any activity of a criminal nature, whether 
it be subversive or what have you? I understand your philosophical 
position. Just answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Moore. Thank you, sir. I will decline to answer that question 
on the grounds pre ‘viously stated. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Have you ever engaged in any activity that could by 
any stretch of imagination be called subversive by nature? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. If it lies within your knowledge, do you know whether 
Reed College knows at the present time the items discussed here this 
morning—prior to this—whether it may be raised in the future? 

Mr. Moore. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously given. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Hold it just a minute. I have my office on the phone. 

(At this point Mr. Clardy left the hearing room.) 

(Mr. Clardy returned to hearing room within a few minutes and 
the hearing was resumed.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have nothing in particular to further 
question the witness about. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Scherer, do you have any further questions? 

Mr. ScHereEr. Just one question, yes. 

Your previous question with reference to appearing before any 
other congressional committee wasn’t clear. Let me ask you this: 
Have you ever testified before any other congressional committee? 

Mr. Moors. No. 

Mr. Cuatrman. Is that all you have, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. Those are all the questions I have. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Nothing further? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Criarpy. Very well. The witness is excused and the hearing 
adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:30 a. m., Wednesday, June 2, 1954, the executive 
session adjourned.) 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 1 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 1954 


Unitep States House or Representatives, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON UnN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION * 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 5:55 p. m., in room 225 of the Old House Office 
Building, the Honorable Gordon H. Scherer (acting chairman) pre 
siding. 

Committee members present: Representative Gordon H. Scherer, 
acting Chairman. 

Staff members present: Mr. Courtney E. Owens, acting chief inves- 
tigator; Mr. James Andrews, committee investigator: Mrs. Dolores 
Anderson, reporter. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let the record show that the Honorable Harold H. 
Velde, chairman of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
has appointed a subcommittee for the purpose of this hearing, consist- 
ing of myself, Gordon Scherer, as chairman. 

Will the witness raise her right hand, please? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Owen. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that in the absence of our counsel, Mr. 
Kunzig and Mr. Tavenner, the interrogation will be conducted by 
both Mr. Owens and Mr. Andrews. 

Will you proceed, please ? 

Mr. Owens. Dur ing the time you were a member of the Communist 
Party in Portland, did you come by knowledge that there existed in 
Portland a professional branch of the Communist Party ? 


TESTIMONY OF MARJORIE JEAN OWEN 


Mrs. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Did you ever have occasion to meet with this group? 

Mrs. Owen. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Will you explain the circumstances under which you 
met with this professional branch of the Communist Party in Port 
land ? 


1 Portion of this session released by the committee. 
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Mrs. Owen. I was a member of the financial commission and it was 


my auty to collect dues or money from the professional group. J 
didn’t collect from each individual, but from the secretaries. 
Mr. Owens. Can you fix an approximate date at the time you be- 


ume a member of the financial commission of the Communist Party in 
Portland ¢ 

Mrs. Owen. Somewhere in 1949 or 1950. 

Mr. Owens. Can you recall the names of any individuals who were 


members of the professional group in Portland ¢ 
Mrs. Owen. Bob Cannon, or Canon. I believe he is at Reed Col- 
lege, but of course Iam not sure. He was when I left. Also his wife, 


B. J. Cannon. That was what she was called, B. J. And Virginia 
Reynolds. 

Mr. Owens. Is Virginia Reynolds the wife of a Professor at Reed 
College? 

Mrs. Owen. Yes. And Stanley Moore. He was a professor at 
Reed College. No; I don’t know if he was a professor at that time, 
but he was an instructor at Reed. 

Mr. Owens. What subject did he teach ? 

Mrs. Owen. Philosophy. 

Mr. Owens. Do you know that he taught philosophy ? 

Mrs. Owen. I knewthen. My recollection is that he taught philos- 
ophy. 

Mr. Owens. Mrs. Owen, will you explain the circumstances under 
which you met Stanley Moore and these other individuals as Com- 
munist Party members? 

Mrs. Owen. The financial commission assessed and assigned a cer- 
tain amount of money to be raised by each club and the members of 
the financial commission divided the clubs up, and I had the profes- 
sional club assigned to me as one of them, the club in which these 
ye ple were members. 

(Whereupon the session was continued on other matters of interest 
to the committee. ) 
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